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The Rev. Dr. Charles P. Wiles 


A Beloved Leader Passes 


OnE of the most beloved leaders in 
the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica passed away October 6 at his home 
in Philadelphia, Pa. But his radiant life 
and his constant faith live on in those 
who for years have read and studied 
his ever interesting Sunday school les- 
sons or have listened to his clear but 
challenging Bible lectures. 

More than thirty years of his life 
were given to Sunday school work, five 
years as editor of Sunday school lit- 
erature ‘with the Lutheran Publication 
Society of the General Synod and the 
rest with the Parish and Church Schoo] 
Board after the forming of the United 
Lutheran Church. In this Board he was 
first secretary, then president, and 
finally treasurer until his death. As an 
editor he was at some time responsible 
for The Augsburg Uniform Lessons. 
The Parish School, Weekday and Vaca- 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Developed into Service 


Ir 1s less than a century since civil government in territorial form was estab- 
lished in Minnesota, and not until 1956 will this great commonwealth have com- 
pleted its first century of statehood. Its present population of two and three 
quarter millions can well point with pride to the changes wrought by the people 
since it was opened to occupancy for settlers. What prior to 1837 “was little more 
than a wilderness”; where in an area of 84,000 square miles “not an acre of land 
was open to settlement,” whose products were chiefly game and fur, now rewards 
richly the work done on its farms, in its mines and forests, in its systems of rail, 
highway and river transportation. 

And with such material productiveness there have been proportionate pro- 
visions of culture. The multitude of churches bears witness to the regard for and 
the cultivation of the Christian religion. The establishment of public schools and 
the encouragement of further pursuit of learning in universities and graduate 
courses have made Minnesota notable among sister states. Also in the realm of 
civil authority this commonwealth has contributed to the ideology of our free 
government. 

In short, it is a far cry from the pioneers of centuries ago to the vigorous, 
industrious and productive citizenry of this day. It is to be gratefully remembered 
that all these benefits have been derived from the power and grace of God. Man 
has exercised for dominion over the works of His hands with which his Maker 
endowed him. This has given fame to Minnesota. Its parallels are found wher- 
ever man has sought to employ stewardship. 

No doubt God’s grants of power are resultants of His good and gracious will 
for man: the successive developments of the resources of this continent are “the 
destiny” to whose fulfillment we shall be called upon to give account. 
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IN THE NEWS 


Their choice 


In Norway a group of fishermen from 
Hvaler recently succeeded in rescuing 
the crew of a German plane that had 
crashed at sea. In gratitude to them, 
Reichskommissar Terboven asked them 
whether they had any special favor to 
ask. 

According to the story received in 
America by the Royal Norwegian In- 
formation Service, the fishermen stated 
their greatest wish 
without a moment’s 
hesitation. They 
asked that their 
pastor, the Rev. J. 
H. B. Bjonnes- 
Jacobson, be re- 
leased from Grini 
concentration camp. 

The pastor had been held there by 
the Nazis since last January. He con- 
tinued to remain there, regardless of 
the fishermen’s request. So the fisher- 
men reminded Terboven of his offer, 
and their pastor was released. 

Not to return to his parish, however; 
the Nazis notified him that he had been 
dismissed as pastor and was to go into 
banishment at Lillehammer. 


Lutherans in Brazil 

Tue large Lutheran Church in Brazil 
is continuing its work effectively, re- 
ports the Rev. Theodore P. Fricke. Dr. 
Fricke is a Commissioner on Foreign 
Missions of the American Lutheran 
Church, and has recently completed a 
trip with Dr. Frank Laubach through 
most of the South American countries. 

Formerly the Brazilian Lutherans 
were closely related to the Lutheran 
Church of Germany. They are no 
longer permitted to use the German 
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language in their services, except the 
hymns and the Lord’s Prayer. The rest 
of their services are in Portuguese. 
Most of the pastors, who were interned 
after the outbreak of war, have been 
released and allowed to resume their 
work. 

Training Brazilian pastors is a neces- 
sity, and will require establishment of 
theological seminaries. Lutheran con- 
gregations are reported to be suffering 
no violence or disgrace in their com- 
munities because of their background. 


V-Day in Missouri ; 
Missourr Synop Lutherans are par- . 
ticularly careful about staying out of 
community religious services which 
bring together people of all sorts of 
religious belief. 
’ They face a problem regarding what 
to do about the numerous city-wide 
celebrations being planned for V-Day. 

“Situations may arise which will con- 
stitute a problem for the congregation 
which is not accustomed to make com- 
mon cause with the local church fed- 
eration and yet wishes to be recognized 
as made up of patriotic citizens,” says 
the Lutheran Witness. 

The example of the Rev. Karl Kurth 
in St. Louis is cited by the Witness. 
Pastor Kurth was invited by the mayor 
of his city to advise regarding the 
proper form which a religious celebra- 
tion should take. He said the mayor 
should follow the example of the pres- 
ident and governors in regard to 
Thanksgiving Day; he should urge all 
citizens to go to their own churches to 
give thanks to God. 

Patriotic organizations should be en- 
couraged to form a joint committee to 
arrange some public demonstration for 
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those who cannot attend church serv- 
ices, he suggested. 


Norwegian gain 

TEN years ago the membership of the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica passed the 500,000 mark. At the 
close of 1943, membership exceeded 
600,000, reports the Lutheran Outlook. 

A gain of 17,539 in the last year— 
largest gain on record for one year— 
brings the total to 607,868. Largest per- 
centage of growth was in the Pacific, 
Rocky Mountain, and Canadian dis- 
tricts. = 


Russian Protestants 


An agency has been established in 
the Soviet Union to deal with problems 
of religious groups which are not part 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, re- 
ports Religious News Service. 

Lutheran, Armenian-Gregorian, Old 
Believers, Roman Catholic, and Greek 
Catholic churches are within the coun- 
cil’s jurisdiction. It is called the Soviet 
Council on Affairs of Religious Cults. 
_ Its chairman is Ivan Vasilievich Poly- 
ansky. The council will also deal with 
affairs of the Moslem, Jewish, and Bud- 
dhist faiths, and with Baptists, Seventh 
Day Adventists, and other sects. 

Mr. Polyansky says the Lutheran 
Church within the Soviet Union is lim- 
ited chiefly to Latvia, Estonia, and re- 
gions of Finland recently annexed. Lit- 
tle is known concerning this church. 

The council has appointed about 
' thirty field representatives in the pro- 
vincial and regional soviets, and ex- 
pects eventually to have a hundred. 

Regarding Roman Catholics, Mr. 
Polyansky says that they may secure 
buildings for religious services and 
freely invite people to attend. They 
may maintain priests and bishops, col- 
lect funds, print prayer books, and hold 
conferences. Children may be in- 
structed in religion by their parents or 
priests in private homes, but not in 
churches. 
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Application 

Tue Russian Orthodox Greek Cath- 
olic Church has applied for member- 
ship in the Federal Council of Churches. 
Final decision on the application will 
be made at the biennial convention of 
the council in Pittsburgh next month. 

This church body has a membership 
of 300,000, an estimated 80 per cent of 
the Russian Orthodox in the United 
States. It refuses to recognize the 
Soviet government. Its archbishop, 
Theophilus, and all his bishops and 
clergy, were declared suspended by the 
late Patriarch Sergius. 

A smaller Russian Orthodox group 
in this country, headed by Metropolitan 
Benjamin Fedchenko of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., maintains relations with the 
church in Moscow. 

The Syrian and Ukrainian Orthodox 
churches are members of the Federal 
Council. 


Portuguese trouble 

Tue Portuguese government in Lis- 
bon continues to deny entrance visas 
to Protestant missionaries wishing to 
go to their churches, hospitals, and 
schools in Portuguese-held territories 
in Africa, it was charged at the fall 
meeting of the Africa Committee of the 
Foreign Missions Conference. 

“Clearly this is a question of in- 
fringement of religious liberty and mis- 
sionary freedom,” states Emory Ross, 

One mission board has been unable 
for four years to get any missionaries 
into Portuguese Angola, and two other 
boards have recently been unsuccessful. 


Missionaries held 

TuHERE are still 713 American mission- 
aries -interned in Japanese-occupied 
territories in the South Pacific, accord- 
ing to the Foreign Missions Conference. 

Protestant mission boards report 528 
missionaries interned in the Philip- 
pines, 130 in China, 10 in Japan, 7 in 
Malaya, 20 in Netherlands East Indies, 
7 in Indo China, and 11 in New Guinea. 
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IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


When Norway was conquered, all 
the privately-owned radio receiving 
sets were called in by the conquerors 
to prevent contact with the outside 
world. The owners, however, were as- 
sured that the sets would be returned 
“at the proper time.” This was in 1941, 
but times change and memories falter. 
Recently the conquerors discovered a 
pressing need of the radios in Ger- 
many, and they are being shipped 
there, 7,000 to 8,000 at a time, after be- 
ing put into perfect condition in 22 
Norwegian shops, which must guar- 
antee their work. Another Norwegian 
contribution to German comfort in 
Norway during the past 4% years of 
occupation has consisted of a whole- 
sale handing over of houses, apart- 
ments, lands and buildings, for which 
the owners were to be “properly com- 
pensated.” The bill, however, was 
handed over to the Quisling State, and 
was met by extra taxes. So the Nor- 
wegians have had the dubious honor of 
paying for the property confiscated 
from themselves by paying extra taxes 
to the Quisling government, which in 
turn must pay the conquerors the costs 
of occupation. How simple! 


Our Government’s Rubber Develop- 
ment Corporation is prepared, after 
using over $80,000,000 public money, 
to cut its losses and finally wind up its 
affairs. This money, poured into 
Brazil’s Amazon Basin for the tapping 
of native trees, and into Haiti for the 
development of Cryptostegia vines for 
their rubber content, has failed of ac- 
complishing its purpose in both fields. 
Not enough tappers could be obtained 
in Brazil to make the project pay even 
at the exorbitant 60 cents a pound of- 
fered; while in Haiti the vines could 
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not be grown from seed as expected, 
and then pests and processing difficul- 
ties put an end to that experiment. 
However, the program was not a dead 
loss. Our critical rubber situation led 
to a satisfactory development of syn- 
thetic. rubber that will hereafter save 
us from the previous hijacking opera- 
tions of the English and Dutch plant- 
ers. On top of this the Firestone Rub- 
ber Company has been developing a 
“heat-tempered” all plastic tire which 
is designed “to whip the No. 1 enemy 
of long wear—heat.” If it works out 
we may not need any rubber. 


The Nazi First Parachute Division 
has received precise instructions never 
to say: “If the Fuehrer knew.” Instead, 
the phrase to be used is: “Unfortun- 
ately the Fuehrer does not know; 
otherwise he would put it right.” It is 
hard for the common mind to tell the 
difference, but the latter form is sup- 
posed to vindicate the Fuehrer’s om- 
niscience. The parachutists, however, 
must think there are at present a great 
many things the Fuehrer does not 
know. That must apply, by the way, . 
to the capture of a food dump in the 
Netherlands (September 26), which 
contained 10,000,000 rations and 8,000 
tons of meat. The food was put at the 
service of the thousands of liberated 
people in ‘the district captured, from 
whom probably it was commandeered 
in the first place. 


Public Opinion has lost something of 
its earlier enthusiasm concerning 
China’s place in the present war. Sym- 
pathy has not been lost for the Chinese 
people in their tragic plight and their 
incredible endurance. However, con- 
fidence in their leadership has been 
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jolted by the progressive loss of five 
great air fields used by American fliers, 
the loss of which seriously cripples 
American operations against Japan 
from China. It does not add to good 
feeling to have the Chinese govern- 
ment, just when these fields have been 
lost through China’s military weakness, 
present a bill for the labor and mate- 
rials used in the construction of the 
fields at an artificial rate of twenty 
Chinese dollars for one American dol- 
lar, especially when the present actual 
rate of exchange is 300 to one. This 
loss of good feeling is intensified by the 
fact, now well and clearly known, that 
China’s crack troops are not fighting at 
all, but are used on the northern border 
to keep the Chinese Communists in 
check, 


Dagens Nyheter, a Swedish journal, 
recently reported that just as a Nor- 
wegian pastor was about to confirm 
sixteen catechumens in a private home 
outside Lillehammer, a police agent 
broke in on the pastor’s sermon to ar- 
rest him. Quietly the pastor turned to 
the children and said: “You have done 
your Catechism and passed your Ex- 
amination which qualified you for Con- 
firmation. Each of you will receive 
your certificate. Now let us sing, ‘A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God.’” So 
| singing the pastor went on to the police 
station, accompanied by the whole con- 
gregation, the children shouting, “Per- 
secution of Christianity, 1944.” Later 
these children will have to thank the 
Quislings for fixing their confirmation 
so vividly in their minds and their 
faith in their hearts. 


“Cruel and unusual punishment” has 
many connotations that obscure and 
confuse the lay mind, especially in its 
explanation of that favorite complaint 
of many who seek divorce on the 
grounds of “mental cruelty.” It re- 
mained for Margaret Bullari, of Mis- 
soula, Mont., seeking a divorce from 
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her husband, to offer a perfectly con- 
vincing (feminine) definition of men- 
tal cruelty: “When we argued, my 
husband always switched to a foreign 
language, and I couldn’t stand not 
knowing what he said!” 


Salt Has a good Biblical standing, 
which the following incidents will 
justify in the economic and social world 
as well. Canada’s salt industry has been 
increasing rapidly, so says the Domin- 
ion Bureau of Mines. The reason for 
it is found in the properties of salt to 
make an excellent stabilizer for the 
foundations of highways, and as a sur- 
face veneer for gravel roads. In this 
respect it has had a good tryout in the 
perfecting of runways on Canadian air- 
fields. Likewise, mixed with sand to 
be used on highways, the piles remain 
loose and free-flowing even in the 
coldest weather. A special human use 
of salt is advocated for those who, 
poisoned by alcohol, suffer from “con- 
fusion, disorientation and _ hallucina- 
tions.” They can be restored to normal 
condition quickly by an injection in the 
veins of 150 cubic centimeters of a 5 
per cent solution of ordinary salt, Pink 
elephants and spotted snakes flee be- 
fore this treatment. 


Attention has been called to the fact 
that a clean-shaven unicorn appears on 
the coat of arms selected for England’s 
Crown Princess Elizabeth. Whether 
this “beardless unicorn” is placed there 
in deference to the feminine incumbent 
of the title, is not indicated. However, 
Robert Graves, writing in The London 
Times, thinks the College of Heralds 
has done well by the change. “Accord- 
ing both to the Bible and the earliest 
traditions of this country,” says Graves, 
“the unicorn is beardless.” The bearded 
unicorn is due to later Thraco-Phrygian 
influences and a still later identification 
with the white hart of the Druids. The 
Biblical unicorn was really the wild 
bull, or aurochs, of Judaea. 


The Christian’s Holy Day 


One Merchant's Convictions About Sunday an Example 


“Fisotown,”’ until the turn of the 
century, was considered the most 
American section in all Philadelphia. 
The home of Cramp’s Shipyard and of 
countless textile and metal industries, 
its population was predominantly Prot- 
estant, Their forebears were English, 
Irish and German. Settled before the 
Revolution, it was known as a pros- 
perous, religious community, holding 
fast to everything that was best in 
American life. 

Sunday was strictly observed. Folks 
young and old went to church morning 
and evening and to Sunday school in 
the afternoon. Sunday afternoon, the 
front parlor shutters were opened. All 
week the white shutters had been 
bowed. Colonial tassels on the shutter 
hooks held a story. If everything was 
well, the tassels were gay; if death had 
visited the home, white tassels were 
hung for children and black for adults. 
All shops were closed; the butcher and 
baker were open until 10 A. M. to ac- 
commodate thoughtless housewives. 
After Sunday school the chief diversion 
was the promenade on Girard and 
Frankford Avenues. Worldly persons 
would step into a drug store for a soda 
or into an ice cream parlor for a dish 
of Philadelphia’s unexcelled ice cream. 
Needless to say, the blinds on both es- 
tablishments were down! 

The home was the place where the 
family could be found. The front par- 
lor would be aglow with life and light 
(the stove, oil or gas lights). It was 
considered irreverent to play or sing 
anything but sacred music, but all had 
a “good time.” 

_As drab as it all seems, the Lord’s 
Day was a time to look forward to. 
There was a quiet’ and peace that 
marked it off from the rest of the week. 


By G. H. BECHTOLD 


Observance of the Lord’s Day did not 
come to Philadelphia by chance. Pas- 
tors preached on the subject, warned 
their people of the dangers of desecra- 
tion of the day, battled with selfish em- 
ployers who demanded Sunday work. 
The Lord’s Day was church- and fam- 
ily-centered, and the Sabbath peace 
was a reality in heart and life. 

“Time and change are busy ever.” 
There was no longer room for new 
homes for the young couples who mar- 
ried. The old folks died, and the old 
homestead stood vacant until foreigners 
came in. And when the Fishtowner 
said foreigners he did not disguise his 
feelings. 

With the coming of the new element 
the old customs and traditions weak- 
ened. Soon shops and stores of every 
description selling much merchandise 
ne¢essary and unnecessary were wide 
open—without drawn curtains and in 
contempt and disregard of the “Blue 
Laws” of the state. Sunday movies and 
commercialized sports have completed 
the ruin of the day. However, God .. 
continues to raise up witnesses for 
Himself and His Truth. Not every soul 
bows the knee to Baal. 

On Girard Avenue a retail shoe store 
has been in business for forty years. 
From the sidewalk looking east one can 
see the tall masts of ships being built 
at Cramps on the Delaware River. 
From the first day that he was in busi- 
ness Mr. Albert G. Bauer has kept his 
shop closed on the Lord’s Day. He isa 
communicant member of one of our 
Lutheran churches, a man respected in 
the community for his integrity. 

The brazen defiance of law on the 
part of his neighbors led him first of 
all to urge them to close on Good Fri- 
day, from 12 M. to 3.00 P. M. This they 
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‘efused to do. That drove him into 
action. In all the forty years Mr. Bauer 
nad never posted a notice declaring his 
store closed on Sunday. On Good Fri- 
lay he placed a card in his show 
window: 


“This store is closed today, 


GOOD FRIDAY, 
from 12 to 3 o’clock. 
This is a Christian Holy Day.” 


The reactions from the community 
were immediate and favorable. Of 
course his competitors set up a hostile 
wail and lament. 

Following up the next week he 
placed a sign: 


“This shoe store—with more than 40 
years of success was never open 
on Sunday, 


THE AMERICAN SABBATH.” 


Every week a new card appears. The 
people have come to look for it. One 
reads: 


“Patriotic Pride shows Respect 
for Sunday.” 


It was only to be expected that he 
would be criticized. However, the crit- 
icism turned to Mr. Bauer’s advantage. 
A competitor finding fault with the 
campaign lost a customer. During a 
visit by the writer a bank guard came 
in to buy shoes. In answer to a ques- 
tion, he said he had never made any 
purchases in the shop. Having come at 
considerable inconvenience he said, 
“This movement must be supported.” 

Gradually others are following the 
example set by Mr. Bauer. What can 
we do? 

Desecration of the Lord’s Day is an 
attack on the Christian Church in that 
it prevents many persons attending 
church service; it makes hypocrites of 
professing Christians who buy non-es- 
sentials on Sunday. The American 
Open Sunday is far worse than the 
Continental Sunday, in that the laws 
permitting it give little recognition to 
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the church’s priority on that day. 

Christians themselves are respon- 
sible for the flagrant disrespect for the 
hallowing of the Lord’s Day. The pres- 
ent seven-day week in defense plants 
caused little or no protest on the part 
of the people. As a matter of fact, the 
insistence of labor unions that double 
pay must be paid for Sunday work has 
done more in recent years to decrease 
unnecessary labor on that day than 
anything the church has done. Sunday 
funerals in the large cities are a thing 
of the past, not because of the protest 
of the preachers, but because the ceme- 
tery companies double the price for 
Sunday burials. 

Sunday is the Church’s Day. The 
church must defend it, groups of Chris- 
tians must fight for it, and individual 
Christians by word and deed must wit- 
ness for it! 


Pulpit and Church Press 


Homer W. King, Editor of the 
"Protestant Voice,'' Has*Written: 


“THE pastor and the editor cannot af- 
ford to miss what each can learn from 
the other. The two can view each 
other’s work in perspective and benefit 
therefrom. An editor confessed to me 
that a pastor-subscriber, in a letter to 
him, had defined his own _ paper’s 
policies better than he himself could 
have done, yet the correspondent was 
honest enough to admit he had read 
one suggestion in the paper that had 
saved a mission project from failure. 

‘In the matter of the specific help 
which the pastor may lend to the editor 
in the matter of promoting subscrip- 
tions, I think editors will do themselves 
a great favor by reaffirming the key 
position which the clergy holds in cir- 
culation of the church press. 

“Tt isn’t that the pastor needs a bou- 
quet. But his role as the church paper’s 
best agent can stand some dramatic 
emphasis.” 


Broadcast Last Sunday 


DR. PAUL H. ROTH, President of the Northwestern Seminary, and Convention 
Sunday Broadcaster, Distinguishes Between BEING and DOING 


THIS message comes to you from the Minneapolis Biennial Convention of the . 
United Lutheran Church in America, a body of one and three-quarter million 
members, comprising a third of the Lutherans in America and founded nearly 
200 years ago. The convention is attending to its worldwide business, but it is 


even more intent upon the aim and the 
end of all churches and conventions 
proclaiming the Word of Life. To this 
end it has chosen a short keyword and 
summons to keep first things first, and 
to answer the call of the hour. The 
word is, “Be Christian!” 

It is not so easy to stress being in- 
stead of doing. Doing is the very air 
we breathe, and being is usually looked 
on as lazy, dreamy illusion. That is 
what is the matter with us, and indeed 
with the world. We are strong for the 
doer, the go-getter. But of what earthly 
use is activity, power, energy, achieve- 
ment unless it leads to some desirable 
end? We are always talking about the 
more abundant life, a better living, the 
various freedoms, a chance for every- 
one; but that merely puts off the ques- 
tion another step. What is the good life? 
Are not power, skills, energy simply 
means, like dynamos or engines? And 
what can the end be but some state of 
being that men desire? 


What For? 

We have been doing for three hun- 
dred years in this land. We have taken 
possession of a continent, subdued and 
developed it, and gathered together the 
most immense store of wealth and 
power the world has ever seen. We are 
now showing our terrible might in war- 
fare against the foes of human freedom 
with a prodigality of food and arma- 
ment hitherto unimaginable. Is it not 
time to think about what to do with all 
our means? What is the end we are 
aiming at? Is it just a matter of getting 
more and more resources together in 
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order to get still more and more, and 
so on without end? Are we always 


‘seeking new means without looking to 


the end for which we seek them? What 
is the use of doing if it is never going 
to end in anything; in being anything? 
The whole urgency of American life in 


Paul H. Roth, D.D., President of 
Northwestern Theological Seminary 


home, school, business is toward activ- 
ity—tireless, endless, restless activity. 
Is it not time to begin seeking the 
meaning of it all, to find some ade- 
quate purpose for life? 

The cause of all our confusion and 
woes is nothing new; there is nothing 
modern about it. It is older than the 
hills. It is what the Church calls sin, 
which means, in untheological lan- 
guage, that man has gotten away from 
God. There will never be purpose or 
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ond to life, peace and harmony, till man 
ets back. It is fundamentally exceed- 
ngly simple. Mankind is out of his ele- 
ment as much as a fish out of water, a 
‘olant uprooted from the earth, a bird 
made to burrow like a mole. Living in 
a world created by God, ourselves cre- 
ated by Him, and every moment of life 
‘a new present from Him, we are yet 
‘out of touch with Him. We are trying 
‘to go it alone, and the end can be noth- 
ing but futility and disaster. 


Good Old Times Never Were 


Newspaper, radio, every open mouth 
tells us we are at a fearful crisis. The 
outcome of this war and the peace that 
follows will determine our whole fu- 
ture. We must save and give and labor 
and devote our sons and daughters as 
well to put down the tyrants. Surely 
all this is true. But is it anything new? 
It was the same 1,900 years ago when 
the Christian Church began. There is 
nothing new about long wars, censor- 
ships, secret police, espionage, concen- 
tration camps, beastly atrocities. As for 
wars, 150 years ago we had Napoleon; 
in the century before, the Thirty Years’ 
War; the century before that was 
simply convulsed with violence. It has 
always been so. There never were any 
good old times. We are not to be taken 
in with senile praise of a golden age. 
We know better. There are always 
crises. The whole of life is a crisis. 
But there is only one real crisis in the 
world. It is the everlasting crisis be- 
tween a holy God and selfish, grasping, 
stupid human hearts. 

For what is at the bottom of all this 
surface stir, the bombing planes and 
battleships, the headlines, the propa- 
ganda, the panics and fears? It is man 
himself. Men like you and me. How 
can we ever get anywhere until we 
handle this problem fundamentally? It 
is man himself, not just his doings. It 
is what he is. What he does proceeds 
from what he is. We need a different 
kind of men. And it is the whole aim 
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and end of Christianity, the very. reason 
for which the Gospel exists, to give us 
that different sort of men. There is 
only one power in all the world that 
can do this. It is the perennial miracle 
of Christianity to take selfish, stubborn, 
stupid, sinful men, and make them un- 
selfish, honest, true, loving God and 
their fellowmen. And that is the an- 
swer; being, before doing, and putting 
men on the right track by return to 
God through Jesus Christ. 


Many Arguments Against 

There are many arguments against 
this tremendous claim of Jesus Christ 
and His Gospel to being the answer to 
the riddle of life and the medicine for 
its sickness. There are theological 
arguments, historical arguments, phi- 
losophical, moral, scientific arguments. 
But all arguments pale before the sight 
of the world itself. The human misery, 
the social inequalities, the horrible 
cruelties, the unrest and immense sec- 
ular sadness that shadows the world, 
the despair of the future. And there is 
only one argument that is more dev- 
astating than this; it is the argument a 
man feels when he looks into his own 
heart. How can things be so bad if the 
Gospel is the power of God to save the 
race? Of course, the answer is, we 
haven’t believed and practiced it. We 
have thought we could go along on our 
own. And if we have not had faith in 
God and have rejected His help, how 
can we blame the Gospel for our con- 
dition and that of the world? If we 
only believed, all would be well. 


The Real Cause 


The lack of faith is the cause of all 
our miseries. It means we are out of 
tune with the eternal will, it means 
we are fighting against God, and that 
can never succeed. But if we are per- 
suaded of this and go on praying, 
“Lord, increase our faith,” and “Lord, 
I believe, help thou mine unbelief,” it 
is a glorious and merciful help to see, 


like torches in the dark, people who 
have this faith, who have’ been made 
over by the power of the Gospel re- 
ceived in faith, raying forth a whole 
life in joyful, helpful service: in our 
own day a great theologian and mu- 
sician, Albrecht Schweitzer, becoming 
a doctor to serve black men in an 
African jungle; the high ruler of a vast 
and ancient people, General Chiang 
Kai-shek, praying for his cruel enemies; 
a brave pastor like Niemoeller going 
into an internment camp for conscience’ 
sake; the archbishop of a nation, 
Berggrav of Norway, from his prison 
sending out a testimony to his Lord 
and ours that lifts men’s hearts like the 
sight of the banner of the Lord. These, 
and many, many more in humbler 
places lift our hearts in joy as they 
show the ancient power of the Gospel 
and demonstrate what it is possible for 
human life to be. Indeed at this very 
moment in the power of that faith men 
and women are leaving all to proclaim 
this Gospel in every land to the ends 
of the earth. In the power of that faith 
men at this hour are languishing in 
prisons; are being destitute, naked, tor- 
mented; are being chased and driven 
from place to place like the ancient 
martyrs. It is not the Gospel that is 
at fault: it is ourselves. 

We are asked, of course, how can one 
believe in a good God in a world like 
this, a world in which the young and 
beautiful are done to death, in which 
even little children are cruelly hurt and 
wronged, in which we see atrocities 
wrought by worse than beastly men? 
What shall we say to the sufferers? 
And what to the pitiful perpetrators? 
Does not the world reek with cruelty, 
oppression, pain, disease, insanity, be- 
reavement, sin and degradation un- 
speakable? What will you say to the 
tortured captives in prison pens? It 
would be a bold man who could say 
anything. But it is the whole point of 
the Gospel that it is not any man at all 
who has anything to say. It is the voice 
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of the great Father Himself that is com- 
ing to us. He alone can have the word 
for us, and it is the one word that does 
not came back void. It is the Word that 
created the world, and it is the Word 
that will save it. It is the Word that 
became flesh and dwelt among us. 


Believe the Word 

That Word says, “Lo, I am with you.” 
And that is enough. God is in all this 
welter of sin, confusion, decay. The 
great prize of salvation is not lightly 
won. It has to be fought for, agonized 
for, endured for, conquered for good 
and all by the love that is stronger than 
death. There is no quick and easy 
short-cut to it. He who took that third 
degree is with us now. No pang of 
men so sharp He does not feel a 
sharper; no utter loneliness of soul He 
has not surpassed in solitary bitter- 
ness; no burden so heavy He has not 
bowed beneath a heavier; no sin so 
grievous He has not taken it on Him; 
no atrocity so base and brutal He has 
not matched it with the endless atrocity 
of the Cross. Tell me, what more can 
we ask than that God is enduring with 
us? What more can we ask of love? 
Yes, and what more of hope for victory? 

In the midst of all the world’s dark- 
ness and turmoil God has spoken. What 
we have to do is to hear His voice. It 
is the voice of perfect wisdom, love, 
and power. We are not left without 
power, light and leading in this battle 
of life. The bankruptcy of all human 
philosophy, morality, science, political 
acumen in solving life’s problem and 
effecting a tolerable way of life is only 
the age-long experience meant to turn 
men to God instead of their own de- 
vices. That we must have this voice 
from without ourselves, indeed that 
without it we have no hope, is being 
pressed upon us from every quarter. 
Men are crying, the Church must tell us 
the way of life. The Church will an- 
swer: Through Christ; Be Christian. 

(Concluded next week) 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


MISSIONS 
Read Matthew 22:2-10 and Luke 10:1-16. 
THE root meaning of “mission” is to 
send. It implies service rendered a 
sender or a cause. Christ’s “Come, fol- 
low Me!” is a prelude to His “Go—pro- 
claim the gospel!” 


Go ye therefore unto the partings of the 
highways, and as many as ye shall find, 
bid to the marriage feast. Matthew 22: 9. 

SEekiInc Att Men. God makes no 
distinctions. All are invited into the 
fellowship of Christ and to His spiritual 
provisions. But many “would not 
come” and “were not worthy”; so a new 
invitation goes out to “both bad and 
good” at the crossroads where the mul- 
titudes and the gospel heralds meet. By 
the selective process of faith and spir- 
itual fitness, however, only a “few are 
chosen” out of the many as worthy to 
‘partake of the “feast of salvation.” 


Go thou and publish abroad the king- 
dom of God. Luke 9: 60. 

PREACHING THE GospPEL. “Your love 
has a broken wing if it cannot fly across 
the ocean,” said Maltbie Babcock. But 
“foreign” missions are no longer the 
acme of love’s expression. In every 
area and to every mortal is heralded 
“good tidings.” To one excuse-making 
disciple Jesus said, “Go thou and pub- 
lish”; to twelve, and later to seventy, 
was assigned special “home” mission 
work; but to us all is granted the priv- 
ilege of engaging in this task of ad- 
vancing His Kingdom. 


He sent them forth to preach the king- 
dom of God, and to heal the sick. Luke 
9: 2, 

HEALING THE Sick. The “good news” 
that “the kingdom of God is come nigh” 
becomes hollow mockery if not fol- 
lowed by efforts to establish that king- 
dom on earth. “Social Missions” is a 
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—By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


proper emphasis of our church at this 
season. Through the “inner mission” 
and the “social action” of the church, 


combined with evangelism, we can help 


build a Christian world order. 


He that heareth you heareth me; and he 
that rejecteth you rejecteth me; and he 
that rejecteth me rejecteth him that sent 
me. Luke 10: 16. 

CLOTHED witH AvuTHoRITY. When 
Jesus likened His missionaries to ser- 
vants whose invitation was rejected and 
to lambs who were sent forth among 
wolves, He also referred to them as 
heralds of a “king” and as representa- 
tives of God. Divinely commissioned, 
we who carry the gospel are clothed 
with special authority—to bring peace 
or confusion, salvation or rejection, in 
the name of the Almighty. 


Pray ye therefore the Lord of the har- 
vest, that he shall send forth laborers into 
his harvest. Luke 10: 2, 

MEETING THE CHALLENGE. A_ labor 
shortage perhaps suggested the remark 
of Jesus when He pointed to a richly 
laden wheat field, and with sweeping 
gesture reminded his open-air audience 
that the spiritual harvest likewise “in- 
deed is plenteous but the laborers are 
few.” That “the Lord of the harvest” 
would “send forth laborers” is the 
prayer ofall consecrated service men 
of the Kingdom who would meet the 
challenge of the millions who hunger 
for the gospel. 


Autmicuty Fatuer, Who through Thy 
Son has given commandment to go and 
preach the Gospel to every creature: 
Grant us a ready will to obey Thy 
Word; and as we have entered into the 
labors of other men, help us to serve 
Thee, that others may enter into our 
labors; and that we with them may at- 
tain unto everlasting life.. Amen. 
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MUSINGS OF A 


MINISTER’S 


WIFE 


CONVENTION WIDOW—While Mr. Lathrop is in Minneapolis 


“Ou, hello, Mrs. French! Indeed, you 
didn’t take me from anything impor- 
tant. I’m a convention widow, you 
know. With my husband in Minne- 
apolis, I don’t seem to have anything 
to do.” 

“Mercy,” Mrs. French’s voice on the 
other end of the wire held a chuckle. 
“Don’t let my husband hear you say 
everything revolves around the man of 
the house. He will begin to think he’s 
neglected.” 

“T don’t think I spoil my husband, 
but truly, my work only seems to take 
half the time. No one coming in to 
read me a sermon or a collect or a 
magazine article, when I’m trying to get 
some sewing done before the children 
come home to lunch. No one to discuss 
world affairs with when I ought to be 
doing the dishes. No one to ask me to 
drive along with him while he makes 
calls in the country.” 

“No man to cook for.” 

“T don’t know about that. Mark has 
a man-sized appetite. But with so 
many people knowing my husband is 
away, there aren’t nearly as many call- 
ers, either. I’ve just oodles of time on 
my hands, and I’m bored to death.” 

“Yes, you are! I can’t imagine you 
bored. » 

“Well, I can make a good story of it 
anyhow, can’t 1? How would it sound 
to say, ‘My husband’s away and I’m 
having a wonderful time. Plenty of 
time to house-clean. Plenty of time to 
-read: It’s really wonderful’ Next 
thing you know, everyone would be- 
worrying about the state of affairs in 
the parsonage.” 

_ “Especially if you Bad it to the right 
people. Want me to furnish you a list?” 

“No, thanks. Ill just stick to my 
story and sound as lonely as possible.” 
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“Mr. Lathrop didn’t go to the con- 
vention as early as he’d intended, did 
he?” 

“No, he stayed over for the funeral, 
of course.” 

“Wasn’t that the saddest thing? But 
I didn’t call you up to weep over the 
phone at you. I called up to find out 
what Mark’s going to wear to Carol’s 
Halloween party. I have to go up to 
town tomorrow, and I thought that if 
you hadn’t decided on a costume, I 
might pick up two of a kind, so that he 
and Sam could be dressed alike. They 
are near enough one size to make it 
confusing and a lot of fun.” 

“Don’t mention Carol’s party around 


‘here! Mark hasn’t been invited, and he 


is completely floored.” 

“Not invited! But he and Sam are 
both over there so much. Are you sure 
there isn’t some mistake about it?” 

“I certainly wish there were. Poor 
Mark has surely had one blow after 
another lately. He was sure he was 
going to be the leading character in the 
play the class is giving next week. Then 
he missed out on it. From what he’ 
tells me, his part isn’t much more than 
a walk-on. Now he isn’t invited to 
Carol’s party. He thinks nobody likes 
him any more, and he doesn’t know 
what to do about it. I really feel ter- 
ribly sorry for him. Not long ago his 
father and I were wishing something 
would happen to take a bit of conceit 
out of him, but neither of us wanted 
him brought quite so low in his own 
estimation.” 

“I should think not! Poor youngster. 
Things mean such a lot at their age, too. 
I can’t help feeling there is some mis- 
take.” 

“There may be; but I don’t like to 
inquire for fear they will think they 
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have to invite him. He was rather over- 
bearing around here a few weeks ago, 
and it may be that he was just as ar- 
rogant elsewhere. There may be some 
reason why they just plain do not want 
him at the party.” 

“Would you mind if I asked Mrs. 
‘Cummings—in a round-about sort of 
way?” 

“If you'll promise, ‘honor-bright,’ as 
the boys say, not to try to get her to 
invite him. I really would like to know 
what’s back of it.” 

“And Ill hold off buying Sam’s cos- 
tume till I find out what’s what.” 

“Now, remember, you’ve promised!” 

“T’ll remember, and I’ll report what 
I hear.” 

I hung up with a queerly mixed feel- 
ing of relief and apprehension. I hoped 
there might be some mistake about the 
invitation, but if there weren’t I 
wanted to know why Mark had been 
excluded from a party to which so 
many of his friends had been asked. 

Well, I thought, I won’t worry about 
“it till I know something definite. I 
wished Jerry were home to laugh at 
me. I could hear his quizzical, “Making 
mountains out of molehills, aren’t 
you?” Perhaps I am, I retorted, but 
isn’t a mother’s life made up of one 
molehill after another? And if she 
doesn’t treat them as though they were 
important, they turn into mountains 
fast enough. 

I almost laughed aloud to discover 
myself arguing with someone who 
wasn’t even there. It was time for me 
to get busy. 

I slipped into a jacket and went out 
to sweep the front porch. As I brushed 
a broomful of leaves off the top step 
and watched them drift down to join 
the golden heap beside the evergreens, 
I thought how short a time it seemed 
since I had been watching. the daf- 
fodils spring up on the Haines’ lawn 
‘across the street. 

How strange it had been to see both 
Mr. and Mrs. Haines at the baby’s 


October 18, 1944 


funeral last week. I hadn’t known they 
knew the Gerbers well enough to feel 
that Mr. Haines should stay away from 
his work. And the depth of feeling in 
Mrs. Haines’ voice as she spoke of the 
beauty of the service. Not at all the 
sort of frothy, sentimental talk I’d have 
expected of her at all. Doubtless I had 
expected too little of her. 

Perhaps as a general thing we expect 
too little of people. It was a mistake 
Jesus never made. If we tried expect- 
ing more, people might stretch a bit 
higher. 

My eyes must have been focused on 
the house across the way, for I saw my 
neighbor the minute she opened the 
door. Hastily I concentrated on my 
sweeping, waiting for an appropriate 
moment to look up and wave a friendly 
hand. Even if you are curious about 
the lives and personalities of those who 
live near you, it is very embarrassing 
to be caught “snooping.” 

“Yoo-hoo!” Mrs. Haines called in her 
usual bubbly style. “I want to talk to 
you. Don’t think this blazer is mine. 
It’s an old one of Sandra’s. I just slid 
into it to run over for a minute.” 

“Becoming, too. . Will you come in 
and sit down for a while?” 

“No, thanks. But I will sit right here 
on the step, if you don’t mind. It’s not 
so cold today, and my feet—. Well, as 
I say, I’ve been wanting to talk to you 
or Mr. Lathrop, and ask you what you 
have to do to join the Lutheran Church? 
And how do you find out when to get 
up and sit down?” I must have looked 
puzzled, for she added, “in the service, 
I mean. I’ve only been to your church 
once, and, my land, I was on pins and 
needles every minute for fear I’d do the 
wrong thing.” 

“Yet you think you’d like to join?” 
I dropped to the step beside her, partly 
to be friendly, partly because my legs 
wouldn’t hold me. 

“Yes, I do. Oh, I may change my 
mind, but I think you’ve got something 
in your church.” 
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HAPPENINGS IN THE HOME 


Charles is an active seven-year-old boy, 
eager to have plenty of playmates. He has 
a number of desirable friends who live 
near by; but in the last few weeks he has 
become friendly with a boy who lives less 
than a block away. For some reason this 
boy is very attractive to Charles, but the 
youngster does some things that I wouldn’t 
want a child of mine to do. His language 
is crude; he is impolite; and he is inclined 
to be secretive in some of his behavior. 
He doesn’t want his father to know some 
things that he does. I do not feel that he 
is good company for.my boy. What can I 
do about it, without creating more trouble? 


Your problem is not at all unusual. 
Sometimes it happens, however, that 
parents see such problems in exag- 
gerated terms. We need, in the first 
place, to view the matter calmly, be 
sure that we have the facts, and then 
proceed carefully in consideration of 
the total situation. 

There are two main approaches to 
this problem. One has to do with your 
dealings with your son, and the other 
has to do with your actions in regard 
to the other boy. 

One of the most valuable things in 
handling many problems is to have the 
confidence of your own child, and to 
have guided him into wholesome ways 
of feeling and behaving. If he is well 
established in wholesome living and is 
in the habit of talking situations, ques- 
tions, and problems over with you in a 
casual, free manner, you are in an 
advantageous position to help him. Be 
careful, however, not to be too insistent 
or arbitrary, lest you lose his confi- 
dence. Nevertheless,.at his age some 
authority must still be used. 

It is usually not a wise thing to for- 
bid a boy to play with a certain other 
boy. It almost always leads to further 
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problems. It is better to request that 
he refrain from going into the boy’s 
house unless you are along. And you 
ought to have Charles invite the other 
boy into your home. By coming into 
your house, seeing your manner of life, 
breathing the atmosphere of a different 
way of life, having conversation with 
the family, and receiving kind, courte- 
ous treatment, he is likely to feel the 
contagion of something better. Chil- 
dren at his age are very susceptible to © 
such influence. While this method is 
indirect, it is influential. If diplomacy 
fails, more heroic measures will have 
to be taken. 


Our two children are: now in the fifth — 
and sixth grades. Many problems have 
arisen since they first started to school. © 
We are wondering what lies ahead. What © 
may we expect in the junior and senior © 
high school periods? : 


Many things are to be expected as © 
children pass over into the teen age. 
And inasmuch as they have been chil- © 
dren so long, some of the adolescent 
traits may be rather surprising, and © 
even irritating at first. Understanding, 
sympathy, patience, and a good remem- 
brance of our own past are needed. 

Rapid growth is one of the outstand- 
ing characteristics of adolescence. It 
begins a year or two earlier in girls 
than in boys, but boys later overtake 
girls in growth. With rapid growth the 
sex nature moves forward toward full 
power. 

A pronounced spirit of independence 
appears in boys and girls. They are 
restless under too many restrictions. 
With the feeling of independence there 
is at first mingled some confusion as to 
the direction to take in action. In homes 
and schools where there are too many 
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ules and regulations there is likely to 
de some rebellion. 

Adolescents want the friendship of 
someone older who will be confidential 
with them, someone to whom they can 
20 with their personal problems, ques- 
tions, worries, and anxieties. Fortunate 
is the parent who is able to function in 
this capacity. Such an opportunity is 
open to fathers and mothers who have 
maintained confidential relations with 
|their children up through the years. 


Other traits which come to the fore in 
these years are: eagerness for recogni- 
tion by adults, greater reasoning power 
and a possible rising of doubt, a new 
social sense, heightened observation, 
fondness of sport, a new type of self- 
consciousness, keen awareness of the 
adult world, idealism, and a spirit of 
sacrifice, interest in a life work, intro- 
spection, some moodiness, and under 
favorable conditions a strong interest 
in spiritual things. 


THANKS TO GOD 


Support of Lutheran World Action Nears Goal and Promises More 


By PAUL C. EMPIE 


Record as of September 25, 1944 


Church Body 
United Lutheran Church 
Norwegian Lutheran Church . 
American Lutheran Church... 
Augustana Synod 
Lutheran Free Church 
Suomi Synod 
United Danish Church 
-Danish Church 
Undesignated 
Lutheran Student Association occ 


Our pastors and congregations are 
doing it again! With the final quarter 
of 1944 remaining for the completion of 
the current Lutheran World Action ap- 
peal, cash already sent in by the Lu- 
theran bodies affiliated in the National 
Lutheran Council totals $1,279,446, or 
97.3 per cent of the $1,315,000 goal. In 
fact, reports of contributions from all 
bodies total more than $1,401,000; well 
in excess of the mark. 

Seventeen synods in the U. L. C. A. 
have exceeded their quotas. In the 
American Lutheran Church nine dis- 
tricts are “over the top” and two con- 
ferences of the Augustana Synod are 
listed in the same class. 

It is probable that when these lines 
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Quota Cash Received Per cent 

$ 664,534.64 $ 682,563.37 103 
226,618.45 187,166.56 83 
218,389.36 223,795.38 102 
151,721.08 132,167.70 87 
20,084.60 15,415.07 77 
12,211.87 12,328.12 101 
13,622.30 16,789.56 123 
7,817.70 5,375.20 69 
eae 2,477.70 Ba 
ee lyd 1,368.11 we 
$1,315,000.00 $1,279,446.77 97 


are read, the 1944 appeal will be well 
beyond the goal, in “cash received.” For 
this we give thanks to God. We also 
pay tribute to the many directors in 
the various groups and the hundreds of 
leaders and workers in our churches 
who labored tirelessly to this end. 
Even more satisfying, apart from the 
knowledge of the great blessings 
wrought by use of these funds, is this 
evidence of wider vision and deeper 
love and loyalty on the part of our peo- 
ple. In this outcome the local pastor 
is the key figure—all honor to him! We 
face future problems with a confidence 
solidly based on this fine record. May 
it set a pattern for the meeting of still 
greater challenges.—N. L, C. Bulletin. 
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The Cross and the Crescent — 


WE have a Battle Hymn of the Re- 
public, a Battle Hymn of the Reforma- 
tion, and no less a Battle Hymn of 
Christendom in the hymn beginning 


“Christian, dost thou see them 
On the holy ground” 


by St. Andrew of Crete. There is very 
little known of this Greek writer and 
hymnist, who is also known as St. An- 
drew of Jerusalem, 
because he _ entered 
monastic life in that 
city. He was known 
furthermore as the 
Archbishop of Crete. 
He was born in Da- 
mascus in 660, and 
died in Mytelene in 
A. D. 732. 

Positive proof is 
lacking that this res- 
olute hymn with its 
martial tread was in- 
spired by the great 
conflict between the 
forces of Mohamme- 
danism and Christian- 
ity on the bloody field 
of Tours in A. D. 732, 
but there is every in- 
dication that it was 
thus inspired. This battle is counted 
among the great decisive battles of the 
world. Such battles do not depend on 
the moral worth of the forces engaged 
to make them decisive. 

They are decisive rather on account 
of the lasting importance and the prac-; 
tical. influence on the social and po- 
litical conditions which are traceable to 
the results of these catastrophic en- 
gagements. They will always retain a 


[The writer is indebted to the editor of THE 
LurHeran for calling attention to the possi- 
bilities of this theme.] 
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Charles Martel at the Battle of Tours 


By ELMER SCHULTZ GERHARD 


real interest, for by investigating the 
chain of causes and effects by which 
we have been helped to become what 
we are, they also afford us the oppor- 
tunity of speculating on what we would 
have been had these battles resulted 
differently. 

Among such battles may be men- 
tioned the Battle of Gettysburg, the de- 
cisive battle of the Civil War. A differ- 
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ent outcome of the battle would not 
necessarily have changed the com- 
plexion of the world, but it would 
surely have changed the institutions of 
the Western Hemisphere. The Battle 
of Marathon, 490 B. C., was a conflict 
of a different texture; it was a clash 
between two types of civilization— 
Greek and Persian, or Oriental. If the 
Persian forces had won, the subsequent 
world would have missed much of 
Greek philosophy, science, and the 
beauty of Greek art-and literature. It 
would most assuredly have been over- 
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run with Oriental ideas on philosophy 
—social, moral, and political; and worst 
of all, religious. The Greeks performed 
an inestimable and lasting service when 
they stemmed the tide of Persian des- 
potism, philosophy, and worship in the 
mighty Battle of Marathon, and in the 
great naval battle of Salamis 480 B. C. 


Clash Between Religions 

Just as these several battles were 
bloody and gigantic struggles between 
different types of civilization, so the 
Battle of Tours, A. D. 732, was a clash 
between two types of religion: Chris- 
tianity and Mohammedanism. The one 
is symbolized by the Cross, the other 
by the Crescent. The hordes of vic- 
torious Moslem soldiery in Spain, 
“...A countless multitude; 


Syrian, Moor, Saracen, Greek renegade, 
Persians, and Copt, and Tartar, in one 


bond 

Of erring faith conjoin—strong in the 
youth 

And heat of zeal—a dreadful brother- 
hood,” 


-were eager for the plunder of more 


Christian cities and shrines. They were 
fanatically confident in the invincibility 
of their arms; but that invincibility was 
totally disproved when they met the 
Franks under Charles Martel (“The 
Hammer”). In fact, they received such 
a “hammering” that they retreated be- 
hind the barriers of the Pyrenees 
Mountains and never ventured north- 
ward again. 

The victory won by Charles Martel 
over the Moslem hordes is among those 
singular deliveries which have affected 
the happiness of mankind for the fol- 
lowing centuries. It checked the Sar- 
acens once and for all in their en- 
deavor to conquer Western Europe. 
This victory rescued Christendom from 
Islam, preserved the relics of ancient, 
and the germs of modern civilization, 
and re-established—probably for all 
time—the old superiority of the Indo- 
European over the Semitic family. 
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Perhaps an Eye Witness 

According to the phraseology, the 
directness of aim and the intense feel- 
ing expressed in the “Battle Hymn of 
Christendom” one might readily be- 
lieve that the person who composed it 
was an eye witness of the furious strug- 
gle at Tours, and of the awful seven 
days’ slaughter which was destined to 
decide the religious supremacy of the 
world, and probably, too, for all time. 
The composer was a spectator at the 
battle and followed the progress of the 
battle as a spectator at a football game 
follows the players over the field; he 
becomes vociferously jubilant when- 
ever his favorite team scores a point, 
and in his excitement calls upon the 
players on the team to be up and at 
their opponents. 

This battle occurred in A. D. 732, the 
year in which St. Andrew of Crete died. 
So it is not at all impossible—but 
highly probable—for him to have been 
an eye witness of the furious battle. 
He was surely a contemporary of these 
hectic, turbulent, and momentous times 
when all Christendom was praying and 
fighting that the Cross might triumph 
over the Crescent. Christendom put 
into that conflict all it had; and upon 
the issue of that conflict depended the 
weal or woe of untold millions: 

The author makes a figurative use of 
the conflict. Just as excited as he is to 
see the forces of Christendom smite the 
pagan forces of Islam, so in a figurative 
sense he wants Christianity to smite 


« ... by the merit 
Of the holy Cross” 


the hosts of darkness which compass us 
around. Each of the four stanzas is © 
virtually divided into two equal parts; 
the first part is deliberate, devotional, 
and solemn— 
“Christian, dost thou see them 
On the holy ground, 
How the hosts of darkness 
Compass thee around?” 


(Continued on page 23) 


Getross the Dosk 


In its issue of May 19, 1943, Tue Lu- 
THERAN announced the retirement of 
Dr. Charles P. Wiles from full-time 
editorial duties with the Parish and 
Church School Board. To indicate the 
particular portion of the serving 
church, in behalf of whose greater ef- 
ficiency he labored, the title given him 
on the issue’s first page under his pic- 
ture was “For three decades, Teacher 
of Teachers.” In no department of our 
church’s enterprises is there greater 
need for sound guidance and to no 
phase of its. varied ministering did Dr. 
Wiles more contentedly and contin- 
uously give his many years and excep- 
tional ability. 

Prior to his occupancy of an editorial 
position he was the highly esteemed 
minister in three parishes. In these 
congregational relationships which em- 
braced both rural and urban members, 
he discerned the appreciation of the 
average person for the purpose and 


meaning of God’s Word. Perhaps it was. 


while he taught in those parishes that 
he formed the direct, authoritative 
style of interpreting the Bible’s con- 
tents that gave both distinction and 
authority to the service by the printed 
page which engrossed him in his later 
years. 

Certainly he deemed it a great priv- 
ilege to serve the Church in the posi- 
tion to which he was called in 1913. He 
was thereby the inheritor of the labors 
of consecrated men who had initially 
the recognition of age groups in Sunday 
school instruction. The “Graded Series” 
had been inaugurated but the need of 
extensions and improvements was seen 
to be in order. Also required was the 
continued championship of the Bible 
we have as the means of grace and not 
as mere history. Great advances in 
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equipment of Sunday schools have been 
achieved in the last thirty years with- 
out sacrificing the reverence due to the 
inspired Word of God. 

Tue LUTHERAN expresses the grat- 
itude which is due to the Head of the 
Chureh when considering the earthly 
career of a highly gifted servant. In 
the structure of our ministry to the 
youth of our congregations, Dr. Wiles’ 
period of building rests upon sound 
foundations and invites further con- 
struction with safety. 


LUTHERAN JOURNALS IN 1928 


Tue editor has read with great inter- 
est, and along broad lines with ap- 
proval, the eulogies of the late Alfred 
E. Smith which havé appeared in 
American journals since his death Oc- 
tober 4. Like millions of our fellow 
Americans, we have listened to Mr. 
Smith’s radio broadcasts with great en- 
joyment and accepted some of his views 
on current movements as our own. He 
was truly a great man and one whose 
rise to positions of trust is uniquely 
American. 4 

But at one time in his career, that is, 
in 1928, when he was a candidate for 
election to the presidency of the United 
States, we and our Lutheran colleagues 
in editorial positions published our ' 
conviction that Mr. Smith’s church con- 
nection disqualified him for occupancy 
of the White House. The expression of 
this adverse attitude was stated in a 
paper written by the Rev. Dr. C. R. 
Tappert, then editor of Lutherische 
Herold and read by him at the 1928 
convention of the Lutheran Editors’ 
and Managers’ Association meeting in 
Columbus, Ohio. In condensed form 
the paper was given to the Associated 
Press and thereby widely quoted. 
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In the editors’ discussion of the sub- 
ject, great care was taken to regard Mr. 
Smith’s eccclesiastical connections as 
his own business, and to respect his 


frank acceptance and performance of ~° 


his duties as the Roman Catholic 
Church prescribes them. 

Dr. Tappert referred to a seeming in- 
consistency in objecting to the choice 
of a Catholic when no similar disability 
had been lodged against a Unitarian or 
a Quaker, or oven a non-churchman. 
Certainly Mr. Smith’s personal char- 
acter and capacities were on a parity 
with predecessors and contemporaries. 
On what then were objections to his 
election based? 

First to be cited is the peculiar re- 
lationship in which a faithful Catholic 
stands and the absolute allegiance to a 
foreign sovereign “who does not only 
claim supremacy also in secular affairs 
but who, time and again, has endeav- 
ored to put this claim into practical 
operation.” We quote further from the 
paper as reported in THE LUTHERAN un- 
der date of September 26, 1928: 

“A sovereign, that is, the Pope, who 
has world-wide political interests of his 
own which may severely clash with the 
interests of our country; a sovereign 
who is backed up by the most power- 
ful international organization of all 
ages and who, as history, also recent 
history, shows, does not at all hesitate 
to make the most unscrupulous use of 
this power; a sovereign who is not only 
officially or unofficially represented at 
the seats of almost all the governments 
of the world, but has besides an organ- 
ized force of many thousands of well- 
trained officers (also in our own land) 
solemnly pledged to almost uncon- 
ditional obedience, who, by. the use of. 
the confessional, exercise an invisible 
and uncontrollable influence, if not 
dominion, over the consciences, minds 
and actions of millions of our fellow 
citizens, vast armies as it were; a sov- 
ereign who claims that these, his of- 
ficers, the clergy, especially the princes 
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of the Church, the bishops and arch- 
bishops are, or at least ought to be, ex- 
empt from the jurisdiction of the State, 
even in case of criminal actions com- 
mitted by them, they being responsible 
only to their ecclesiastical superiors— 
ultimately the pope in Rome—so that 
they enjoy, or should enjoy, extra-ter- 
ritorial privileges and stand only in 
diplomatic relations toward the secular 
authorities of the country in which they 
reside and hold office.” 

In the same article, it is asserted very 
plainly that the Roman Catholic Church 
is “different from all other religious 
bodies of the world” in claiming secular 
as well as spiritual sovereignty. A man 
in whom has been placed the power 
which our system of government has 
located in the President of the United 
States would often find himself re- 
quired to choose between two masters, 
disloyalty to one of whom would mean 
“the probable loss of all hope of eternal 
salvation.” 

It belongs to the facts concerning a 
bitterly contested election campaign to 
recall that neither Mr. Hoover nor Mr. 
Smith desired the injection of the re- 
ligious issue into the campaign. We 
deem ourselves qualified to say that the 
Protestant press did not originate the 
assertions to which Mr. Smith took 
public exception. Concerning the Lu- 
theran church papers, after disclaiming 
the intention of personal or party par- 
tisanship, Dr. Tappert wrote: “We can- 
not advise our readers to vote for Mr. 
Hoover or Mr. Smith. We must leave 
something to their own intelligence and 
conscientiousness. But we can, and we 
ought, to furnish information and coun- 
teract deliberate misinformation. We 
must not be silent when we see the 
truth concerning the character of Ro- 
manism and the attitude of the pope- 
ridden Church towards the authority of 
worldly government, and especially the 
precious liberties, guaranteed by our 
constitution, obscured, yea deliberately 
and methodically perverted.” 
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CO-OPERATION IN PEACE TIME 


National Lutheran Council Adopts Rehabilitation Program That 


All Congregations May Adopt 


A FIVE-PoInt demobilization and re-~ 


habilitation program of the National 

Lutheran Council was adopted Sep- 

tember 19 at a meeting of the Execu- 

tive Committee of the Council at the 

LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, as follows: 

1. To continue the ministry of chaplains 
and service pastors in military areas. 

a. Spiritual service. 

b. Special counseling service dur- 
ing demobilization period. 

c. Referral service to home congre- 
gations. 

2. Continuation of service center activ- 
ities in camp and demobilization 
areas, and conversion of service cen- 
ters in strategic areas for permanent 
use in co-operation with local con- 
stituencies. 

3. When needed, to provide a Lutheran 
ministry for the hospitalized. 

4, Information and consultation service 
to churches and pastors regarding: 


a.Government and community 
services available to service per- 
sonnel with special emphasis on 
provisions for employment, edu- 
cation, and hospitalization. 

b. Adjustment to civilian life. 

5. Ministry to dislocated, migrant, and 
returning industrial workers and 
their families. 

This plan was the result of a confer- 
ence between Dr. C. E. Krumbholz, 
secretary of the Department of Wel- 
fare; Dr. N. M. Ylvisaker, director of 
the Service Commission; and the Rev. 
H. Conrad Hoyer, director of the Com- 
mission on American Missions, all of 
whom have been charged by the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council with respon- 
sibility for setting up:a program and 
correlating the work of these three de- 
partments in the execution of it. Prior 
to this meeting the Welfare Department 
had presented a series of theses based 


PRAYER ENDS 
THE DAY FOR 
THESE NAVY MEN 

Just before taps_ 
each night, recruits 
at the U. S. Naval 
Training Center at 
Gréat Lakes, Illinois, 
gather to close the 
day with a five-min- 
ute period of wor- 
ship before “lights 
out.” No chaplain 
leads this service; a 
new leader — Cath- 
olic, Jew or Prot- 
estant—being chosen 
each night from the 
men of the company 
to read briefly from 
the Bible or lead in 
prayer. 
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upon a study which it had made of the 
needs of returning service men and 
women and the needs of civilians who 
have been engaged in war industries. 

These theses pointed out that “the 
social needs of these two groups are of 
great importance and both must be 
equally considered by the Church in its 
planning for the future”; “to give the 
fullest human service to people who 
are in trouble—military and civilian 
alike—skilled social service is needed; 
such service necessarily includes the 
members of the family—mothers, fath- 
ers and children and cannot be sep- 
arated from the veteran or war 
worker”; “these family problems may 
be complex and involved and demand 
skilled treatment over a long period of 
time after demobilization; even in the 
case of veterans who will need hos- 
pitalization the family problems of 
these men will form a vital part of their 
restoration to useful living” and, on the 
basis of the “welfare” character of the 
_ future work in this field a proposal that 
“Lutheran welfare agencies, which 
must function beyond the post-war 
period, be strengthened in their pro- 
gram of rehabilitation.” 

—N. L, C. Bulletin. 


The Cross and the Crescent 


(Continued from page 19) 
In the middle of the stanza there is a 
change of feeling, of attitude, and, most 
of all, a change of tempo. The volume 
increase, feeling and resentment break 
out in a strong crescendo against the 
hosts of darkness, which reminds one 
of the ululatus, the battle cry of the 
ancient Gauls. It started with a low, 
rumbling sound and increased in vol- 
ume like a “locomotive” college cheer. 
“Christian, up and smite them, 
Counting gain but loss; 
Smite them by the merit 
Of the holy Cross.” 
The hymn may be sung to either one 
of two tunes: “St. Andrew of Crete” 
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or “Holy War.” It is invariably sung 
to the first named tune; some people, 
however, would prefer the second tune, 
because it seems to have more snap 
and is also stronger in volume. The 
hymn is found in the Common Service 
Book (73), and also in a few other 
hymnals. It is very likely the only 
hymn in all hymnology born amid such 
a bloody conflict in which the contend- 
ing forces were in a life and death 
struggle as to whether the future re- 
ligion of the world was to be Christian 
or Pagan. The Church Militant can 
well cherish its sentiments in fighting 
the ten thousand foes which assail her, 
St. Andrew of Crete is credited with 
one other hymn called Penitence— 


“When shall my tears begin, 
What first-fruits shall I bear,” 


But he is remembered today only by 
the hymn first named. Both of these 
hymns were translated from the Greek 
by the scholarly and masterful trans- 
lator of hymns from the classical world, 
John Mason Neale (1818-1866). 


The Light of Life 
By CHARLES A. LINN 


We muddle through the ghastly night of 
sin, 

Whence only rays of faint ephem’ral 

light, 

Portentous signs of supernatural might, 
Through chosen genius, born. to us akin, 
A strangely transcendental sense within, 

Bring to our souls such sterile, pure 

delight 

As heavenly bodies, gleaming ghostly 

bright, 
Inspire, and artists into tales of fancy spin. 
Then comes the dawn of universal day, 
The Light of Life, with warmth of Love 
divine, 
The Sun of Heaven, to guide us on our 
way, 

In every dark, abysmal depth to shine, 
That every soul, by cleansing, healing ray 

Transformed, may know his Maker’s 

clear design. 


Savannah, Ga. 
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SCHOOL LESSON 


Back to the People’s Gospel hy Nathan Fe. Melhorn 


October 29 This Year is an Anniversary of Great Importance 
Read Nehemiah 8:8; Psalm 128:2, 3; | Cor. 14:12-19; Gal. 5:1-6, and | Peter 2:1-5 


Tue LUTHERAN does not impute either dense ignorance or stolid indifference 
to its readers. All of us have known from the time of our catechetical instruction 
until now that the Sunday nearest October 31 is each year a high day of great 
significance. Its celebration goes back to that date in the year 1517 when Martin 


THE CHURCH 


Luther posted ninety-five theses on a 
church door in Wittenberg, Germany. 

In 1944, as was the case in 1517, the 
emphasis is primarily on the Bible. Just 
as Luther was led to the conclusions an- 
nounced in his theses by direct studies for 
his classes in the university, so any con- 
sideration of the merits of evangelical 
Christianity must go to Holy Scripture 
for final authority. The rapid spread of 
Luther’s doctrines from 1517 to his death 
in 1546, but especially preceding the as- 
semblies at Worms in 1521 and at Augs- 
burg in 1530, can be traced to the exten- 
sion of familiarity with the Bible by ser- 
mons, tracts, arguments, and research. 
The teaching to which he and the evan- 
gelical church give supreme and incon- 
testable authority is not the decisions at 
ecclesiastical councils, or encyclicals of 
popes, or traditions, or the deductions from 
experience. The only final source of au- 
thority is the “Prophetic and apostolic 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ment.’ Not only individual Christians, but 
the Church as the communion of saints, 
has no other final authority. 


Study the Bible 


Tue LuTHeRAN strongly advises the 
members of the United Lutheran Church 
to study their Bibles and thus to follow 
the method which was practiced by the 
founders of evangelical faith in distinction 
from hierarchical practice. By way of a 
beginning, read Galatians 2: 16-21 and 
John 8: 31-36, which are the Epistle and 
Gospel for October 29. Follow these two 
excerpts from the New Testament. with 
the readings prescribed by Lectionaries 
A, B, C, and D. (See Common Service 
Book, Word Edition, pages 497-506.) Com- 
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plement these portions of the Bible with 
the five “references” which are pre- 
seribed as the Adult Sunday School Les- 
son for study on October 29. 


Scripture Its Own Authority 


As you read, if you are open-minded, 
you will discern first that the authority 
of the Bible is bestowed directly upon 
common people. Intelligence aids, of 
course; but the simplicity of Holy Scrip- 
ture—its perspicuity the Church calls it— 
enables humble people to trust their own 
minds and convictions. 

Next you will note its guidance for fam- 
ily life and its emphasis on truth and fair 
dealing in all our relationship in business 
and recreation. Also there will emerge 
perception of orderly authority. “The 
powers that be” are entitled to recognition 
and development toward justice and 
equality. It is the popular discernment 
of these teachings that has worked upon 
the culture and ethics of nations. It is 
quite true that modern democracies were 
fruits of the Reformation; that is, direct 
access by the people to the inspired Word 
showed the seizure by kings and priests of 
what are really the prerogatives of citizens. 

It is to such Biblical instruction that we 
are indebted for free speech, free wor- 
ship, free schools, free bargaining power, 
and free choice of our social structures. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


October 23-29 
M. The Watchword of the Reformation. 
Romans 1; 11-17. 

T. The Stronghold of the Reformation. 
w. I teliizent Bi ligi Ic 

- Intelligent Religion. or. 14: 12-19. 
Th. The Dignity of Labor. Psalm 128. 

. Christian Equality. I Peter 2: 1-5. 
Sat. Freedom and Truth. John 8: 31-36. 
S. Freedom and Faith. Galatians 5: 1-6, 
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BOOKS 


“Must” for the Minister 


Contemporary Thinking About Jesus. 
428 pages. $3.50. 


Compiled by Thomas S. Kepler. 


Abingdon-Cokesbury. 


Tuts book, or its equivalent, is well-nigh a “must” for the present-day minister; 
and perhaps just as certainly a “must not” for anyone who has not received the present- 


day’s technical theological preparation. 


For all but the exceptional layman this work would yield more confusion than 


enlightenment. 


The book clearly illustrates the fact that New Testament criticism has not made 


its way out of the stage of uncertainty and 
confusion. In the form of more than fifty 
selections it presents the viewpoints of al- 
most that many top-flight scholars. 

To the ministry the book has. many 
values. It is a challenge to the closed 
mind. It must suggest that he whose task 
it is to present the message of the New 
Testament must be aware of both the 
necessity and the methods of criticism. 
And for anyone who has too naively ac- 
cepted the conclusions of one of the schools 
of criticism, this work’s presentation of 
conflicting conclusions, is a_ salutary 
admonition. 

The intelligent reader must find this 
book an eloquent protest against omnis- 
cient dogmatism, left or right. And yet it 
will doubtless be possible for each to find 
in it what he desires to find. It may satisfy 
the “liberal” as to the impossibility of 
proving the “orthodox” view as to Jesus. 
And the “orthodox” may find that the 
congeries of radical views cancel each 
other. The former may see evidence that 
the Church must close its eyes to the truth 
if it is to hold what one contributor calls 
its “theological Christ.” And the latter 
may discover that the “liberal’s” interpre- 
tation is not so much the product of de- 
monstrable fact as of an undemonstrable 
philosophy of history, notably the Hegelian. 

Space will allow no more than a sug- 
gestion of the host of problems of crit- 
icism on which the work has no certainty: 
whether or not Jesus was born of a virgin, 
born in Bethlehem or in Nazareth, or born 
at all; whether the existence of Jesus is 
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myth, it springs from Greek mysteries, 
Roman mythology, Babylonian religion, 
Jewish occultism, or from none of these; 
whether Jesus ever said any word as- 
cribed to Him, or did any deed with which 
He is crédited; whether the earliest sources 
were written in Greek or in Aramaic; ete. 

The discussions are presented under five 
headings: The Nature of the Synoptic 
Gospels; the Portrait of Jesus in the Fourth 
Gospel; Jesus’ Relationship to History; 
Eschatology and Ethics; and Modern Eval- 
uations of Jesus. Under each of these a 
useful bibliography is given. 

Cart C. RASMUSSEN. 


For Family Worship 


Today With God. By Daniel 
Augustana. 383 pages. $1. 

Tus is a book of daily meditations for 
every day of the year. It has been pre- 
pared as a help to the family altar, espe- 
cially for those families in which there are 
growing children. The author has the 
children of school age constantly in mind 
in his popular expositions of texts from 
the Scriptures. In this the book is some- 
what unique. It makes an appeal to the 
children without being too elementary for 
adults. 

The arrangement on every page follows 
the same pattern: a suggested lesson, a 
text, an exposition, and a prayer. 

Families that look for material that has 
an appeal to all age groups do well to 
examine this little volume. 

WILLIAM R. SEAMAN, 
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Nystrom. 


THE YOUNG PEOPL 


WE CANNOT DO OTHERWISE— Habakkuk 2: 1-4; 3: 17-19 


Our topic echoes the heroic words of 
Luther at Worms. What Lutheran—or 
Protestant for that matter—has not thrilled 
at the memory of that scene! It. would 
have been so easy to compromise with the 
Roman Church. Erasmus, who shared 
many of the beliefs of Luther, made peace. 
Luther had a large following and was in 
position to barter with the pope. His 
stand was due to an inner conviction. He 
believed that the Bible was the final au- 
thority in religion. Therefore his bold 
declaration: “If I am not overcome by tes- 
timony from the Scriptures or with clear 
and evident reasons, I do not care to and 
will not correct or revoke a word, because 
it is bad and dangerous to act contrary 
to one’s conscience.” Then he closed his 
defense before the emperor with these oft- 
quoted words: “Here I stand, I cannot do 
otherwise. God help me. Amen.” 

Luther challenged the worldly-wise ex- 
cuse for compromise, “A man must live.” 


“A man must live!’ We justify 
Low shift and trick to treason high, 
A little vote for a little gold 
To a whole senate bought and sold, 
With this self-evident reply. 


“But is it so? Pray tell me why 

Life at such cost you have to buy? 
In what religion were you told 
‘A man must live?’ 


There are times when a man must die.” 


Robert E. Speer quoted these anonymous 
lines in one of his first books, “The Marks 
of a Man.” 


Faith Does Matter 


The source of Luther’s courage was not 
in the backing of his Prince and of the 
thousands of his followers. It was pleas- 
ant and comforting to know that they 
were behind him. Luther believed in God. 
He was most of all eager to know what 
God wanted him to do. He believed that 
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ky nos ohn Teaver 


God spoke through the Scriptures, and 
when he found there the answer to his 
questions, he was not willing to accept any 
contrary answer from anyone, even the 
pope or the grand councils of the church. 

When Luther found the assurance that 
“the just shall live by faith” in Romans 
1: 17, he found a life principle. Placing 
himself in the care and keeping of God, 
he found courage to declare what he be- 
lieved to be God’s truth. This declaration 
challenged the doctrine and practice of 
the Roman Church, for it insisted that no 
man could live so well that he could claim 
justification. Nor could he make up for 
his sins by any good works, even though 
prescribed by the church: Works, to Lu- 
ther, were the fruit of faith, never a sub- 
stitute for faith. 

The teaching of Paul on the method of 
salvation was particularly clear. It was 
the works of Jesus Christ that alone would 
justify the believer. So Paul took religion 
back into the inner life, where Jesus had 
placed it. “Out of the heart are the issues 
of life.” What we believe matters! 


From the Prophet 


When Paul used the phrase, “The just 
shall live by faith,” he quoted the prophet 
Habakkuk. The text, Habakkuk 2: 4, was 
written on the eve of a Chaldean invasion. 
The writer saw in his mind’s eye the con- 
quering horde sweeping over Judea like a 
pestilence. There would be destruction of 
cities, enforced labor, exile of many of the 
people, idol worship, and all the other ter- 
rible things that still happen when ag- 
gressor nations go on the rampage. How 
could this be when his nation was under 
God’s special care? The strength of the 
wicked and the conquest of the good are 
still problems to thinking people. 

Finally, the assurance came that God 
would save His people. “Though it tarry, 
wait for it,” was the message. Patience is 
required. The source of that patience is 
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faith. “The just shall live by faith.” No 
matter how great the suffering, no matter 
how strong the temptation to compromise, 
confidence in God’s ultimate victory must 
be greater. We would go mad in a world 
at war if we did not have faith to believe 
that somehow God would work out His 
purposes of human brotherhood. Only as 
men follow God’s will and think His 
thoughts after Him, can they make prog- 
ress toward a new and better world. 

_ We have convictions! We have convic- 
tions about God, His Fatherhood, His love 
revealed in Christ, His purpose for us. 


We know enough of Him to know that 
many things planned for the post-war 
world would never find His approval. We 
know His attitude toward all the things 
that divide men—class, race, nationality, 
industrial rivalries, imperialism, and all 
the sins that grow out of them. Do we 
believe in God enough to believe that 
when we act nationally or personally by 
our convictions of His will, ultimately our 
course will be justified? 
* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, October 29. 

Next topic, “The Public Service.” 


A Beloved Leader Passes 


(Continued from page 2) 


tion Texts, Leadership Texts, Quest, and 
Pilot. He directed the entire leadership 
education program of the Board for a 
number of years. 

Like his pen, the voice of Dr. Wiles was 
always welcome in every section of the 
Church. He was known as a brilliant and 
inspiring Bible lecturer. 

Dr. Wiles was known and appreciated 
' far beyond the bounds of the United Lu- 
theran Church. He served as president of 
the Lutheran Intersynodical Committee on 
Elementary Christian Education to whose 
meetings come representatives of all Lu- 
theran Church bodies in this country; he 
was an active and influential member of 
the International Council of Religious Edu- 
cation; and he attended and spoke at sev- 
eral conventions of the World Sunday 
School Association in various countries. 

The Board and the staff mourn his loss, 
but they thank God for His devoted life 
and for the privilege they had of serving 
with him in the work of the Lord. 

Born in Lewistown, Frederick County, 
Maryland, January 27, 1870, son of Amer- 
icus and Sarah Hummer Wiles, Charles 
Peter Wiles was educated in the public 
schools of Lewistown and Walkerville, 
Md., Millersville Teachers’ College, and 
Gettysburg Theological Seminary, class of 
1896. Gettysburg conferred upon him the 
honorary Master’s degree, and Carthage 
College the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 

Three pastorates were served—Rossville, 
Pa.; Mt. Zion, East End, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
and Keller Memorial, Washington, D. C. 
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In 1896 he married Miss M. Alice Miller 
of Lancaster, Pa. Mrs. Wiles was an ever 
present helper in all of his activities at 
home and at work. S. Wuire RuyNE. 


Charles P. Wiles was pre-eminently a 
man of the Book. Whatever else might be 
said about him—and there are many things 
to say—this comes first to the minds of 
those who knew and cherished him. He 
lived with the Book. The Book was his 
most precious material treasure. It was 
that because it was the casket which en- 
shrined his most precious spiritual treas- 
ure, the Gospel. 

There are many approaches to the Bible. 
Dr. Wiles’ was through the experience of 
salvation. Salvation was to him the living 
experience of victory over the power of 
sin, liberation from its deadening pressure, 
strength to live by its light, and joy in the 
fellowship of his Lord. That is what the 
Bible is for. Doctor Wiles was not un- 
informed in critical scholarship, and he 
read his Bible in its original languages, 
but his interest was its message and his 
great joy was in unfolding it in the lan- 
guage of the people by tongue and pen. 

Probably no man in our Church was 
better fitted to become the first editor of 
Sunday school literature in the United Lu- 
theran Church. His irenic spirit and his 
singleness of purpose did much to weld 
into one the several methods which the 
merger brought together. He soon became 
the most popular expounder of the English 
Bible in the Church, serving Bible schools 
and summer assemblies, even at a heavy 
toll upon his strength. He was a workman 
who needeth not to be ashamed. 

HERBERT C, ALLEMAN. 
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Maryland Synod Vbws 


Dedications, Conventions and Changes in Pastorates 


Hicuuicutine the field of news in the 
Maryland Synod the past month are the 
stories of the dedication of Trinity Memo- 
rial Lutheran Church, Sharpsburg, Sep- 
tember 10-17, and the convention of the 
synodical Luther League held in the Fred- 
erick Lutheran Church September 17. 

The service of dedication of Trinity 
Memorial Church, Dr. William A. Wade 
pastor, was held Sunday afternoon, Sep- 
tember 10. R. C. Sorrick, D.D., former 
president of synod and now pastor of St. 
Luke’s, Silver Spring, delivered an ad- 
dress, and the sermon was preached by 
Lloyd M. Keller, D.D., president of synod. 
The Rev. J. Frank Fife, pastor of Holy 
Comforter, Baltimore, secretary of synod, 
brought greetings. The church was ded- 
icated by Pastor Wade. 

Community Night the pastors of four 
local churches delivered short addresses 
and the music was provided by combined 
choirs. Young People’s Night the speakers 
were the Rev. John Fray of Shepherds- 
town, W. Va., and the Rey. William C. 
Huddle of Williamsport, Md. Music was 
furnished by the St. Peter’s choir. Carl C. 
Rasmussen, D.D., of the Gettysburg Semi- 
nary faculty, and the Rev. M. A. Ashby, 
Ph.D., of Boonsboro, were the speakers 
Thursday evening. The music was fur- 
nished by Trinity Lutheran Choir, Hagers- 
town. On Friday evening the Rev. Ray- 
mond M. Miller of Funkstown, spoke on 
“Music, the Handmaiden of Theology,” and 
the anthem was provided by First Chris- 
tian Choir, Hagerstown. Sunday morning 
the three congregations of the parish as- 
sembled for the celebration of the Holy 
Communion. 

The present church is the fourth build- 
ing in 176 years and is fully equipped with 
Lutheran appointments and furnishings, a 
Moller organ and ample space for two 
choirs. Beautiful stained glass windows 
are in place and the altar is furnished with 
cross, candelabra, vases and missal stand. 
The seating capacity of the church is 275. 
The cost was approximately $40,000; the 
remaining indebtedness is $3,400. 
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March 16, 1768, a deed for a church site 
in Sharpsburg was executed and a quaint 
log structure was erected. In that early 
day the vestrymen occupied one corner 
of the church and were seated on an ele- 
vated platform. The leader of the singing 
was seated on a high chair in the center of 
the church. The building was heavily 
shelled during the Battle of Antietam, and 
after the battle was used by Federal troops 
for a hospital. The structure was torn 
down because of its damaged condition and 
the second building was dedicated May 23, 
1869. In 1892 this building was deemed 
unsafe and was razed. The cornerstone of 
the third building was laid September 17, 
1892, and December 23, 1942, this church 
was completely destroyed by fire. Plans — 
were immediately inaugurated for the — 
erection of the present édifice. 


Luther League Convention 

Two hundred young people met in Fred- 
erick Lutheran Church September 17 for 
the Luther League convention. The morn- 
ing sermon was delivered by the pastor, 
the Rev. Wouter V. Garrett, on the theme, 
“One World.” At the fellowship supper 
Dr. Wilson P. Ard spoke on, “Christ, the 
World’s One Hope.” 
Sprenkel was song leader, and President- 
elect Harriet Reeves, Baltimore, was in 
charge of the dinner meeting. In addition 
to the president, officers elected include 
Miss Nancy Markey of Frederick, and 
Donald Dixon of Washington, vice-pres- 
ident; Miss Dorothy Brown, Manchester, 
recording secretary; Miss Gertrude Kluge, 
Washington, corresponding secretary; Miss 
Edna Wagner, Baltimore, treasurer. Mem- 
bers-at-large are Harry C. Kister, Balti- 
more, and Miss Sarah Leiter, Hagerstown. 


With the Pastors 


The Rev. J. Wilson Harner, Accident, 
Md., accepted a call to the Meyersville 
Parish, effective September 15. 


The Rev. Arlton W. Milbourn is now 
pastor of Zion Church, Lykens, Pa. : 
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The Rev. C.. W.): 


Vacant Parishes are Keller Memorial, 
Zion, and St. Stephen, Washington; St. 
Stephen, Baltimore; St. Mark, Hagerstown; 
Smithsburg Parish; North Carroll Parish; 
Uniontown Parish; and Union Bridge 
Parish. 


The Rev. F. R. Seibel, Jr., Silver Run, 
addressed the Baltimore Ministers’ Asso- 
ciation on September 18 on “Youth in the 
Church.” 


The fine growth of St. Luke’s, Silver 
Spring, R. C. Sorrick, D.D., pastor, con- 
tinues in spite of the delay in building. It 
is expected that the congregation will se- 
cure a church home before winter. 


The final outdoor meeting of the Broth- 
erhood of Trinity, Taneytown, the Rev. 
Alfred T. Sutcliffe pastor, was held Sep- 
tember 20, when Pastor F. R. Seibel and 
his men from Silver Run were guests. 


The Rev. Raymond Miller, Funkstown, 
is now the Protestant chaplain of the 
Maryland State Penal Farm near Hagers- 
town. 


The Union Reformation Service 
sponsored by the Lutheran churches of 
Hagerstown and Washington County will 
be held Sunday evening, October 29, in St. 
John’s Church, Hagerstown, with Dr. 
Harry F. Baughman of Gettysburg Semi- 
nary as the preacher. 


The Western Conference will meet Oc- 
tober 30 in St. Mark’s, Hampstead, the 
Rev. George Whetsone pastor. Outstand- 
ing speakers will feature the program. The 
Rev. E. S. Falkenstein, Westminster, will 
be the chaplain. 


Chaplain Donald Stonesifer, Camp Atter- 
bury, visited his home in Hagerstown Sep- 
tember 16 to 23. 


A major conflagration was narrowly 
averted by the prompt action of several 
laymen when a drooping candle ignited 
and burned the dossal hanging and part 
of the woodwork in St. Paul’s, Funkstown. 


The Rev. George E. Bowersox, Jr., pas- 
tor for four years at Uniontown Parish, 
has resigned to accept a call to the Salis- 
bury Parish of the Central Pennsylvania 
Synod. During his pastorate at Uniontown 
new pipe organs were installed in two of 
the churches, the bulletin service was in- 
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augurated, extensive repairs were made, 
and for the first time in the history of the 
parish the benevolence apportionment was 
paid in full. 


Over five hundred jars of fruits and 
vegetables were given to the National Lu- 
theran Home for the Aged by the Clear 
Spring Parish, the Rev. Luther L. Hare 
pastor. 


“Our Service Flag” is the name of the 
newsy letter sent each month by the Rev. 
D. F. Brake, Zion, Middletown, to each 
man and woman in the service from the 
church. 


A Centennial 


The one hundredth anniversary of St. 
John’s, Carroll County, the Rev. Willis R. 
Brenneman pastor, will be celebrated dur- 
ing the month of October. Speakers on 
the various Sundays will be the Rev. Ken- 
neth S. Ehrhart, Brodbecks, Pa. J. Roy’ 
Strock, D.D., Lloyd M. Keller, D.D., and 
the pastor. The anniversary booklet is 
dedicated to the service men of St. John’s. 
The church was organized by the Rev. J. 
Philip Willard February 11, 1844. 


A modern sound system which will carry 
the church services to all parts of the 
building is to be installed in Immanuel 
Church, Manchester, the Rev. Louis H. 
Rehmeyer pastor. 


Stewardship Education 


A vast wealth of splendid stewardship 
material is contained in the attractive 32- 
page handbook on “Stewardship and 
Benevolence” just issued by the Com- 
mittee on Stewardship and Benevolence 
with the Rev. Luther L. Hare as the au- 
thor, editor, compiler and guiding genius. 
Material gathered from many sources is 
published in a valuable and readable 
mimeographed booklet. This handbook is 
a wellspring of helpful stewardship mat- 
ter and should be placed in the hands of 
all pastors, councilmen and key laymen. 


September attendance in Sunday school 
and services at Trinity Church, Hagers- 
town, Wilson P. Ard, D.D., pastor, has 
shown a definite increase over the attend- 
ance records of the same month in 1943. 
During the summer all Sunday school 
rooms were repainted and renovated. 
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P hiladelphia Vows 


Happenings in Churches and at the Seminary in 


“The City of Brotherly Love” 


Wuen VE-Day comes.the Lutheran 
churches of Philadelphia will be prepared, 
or at least many of them will be. A ques- 
tionnaire was sent out to the pastors of the 
seventy-six churches in the area, asking 
them to tell what their congregations 
planned to do on VE-Day. About twenty 
replied, and this cross section revealed the 
following general data: (1) On VE-Day 
our churches will be open all day for pri- 
vate meditation and prayer; (2) there will 
be a service of Thanksgiving. If the official 

’ announcement of the cessation of hostilities 
is made before 8 P. M., the service will be 
held that same day; if it comes after 8 P. M. 
on any day, the service will be held the 
following day at 8 P. M.; (3) almost all 
our churches will use one of the two serv- 
ices suggested by the Common Service 
Committee of the U. L. C. A. Some few 
will use the service prepared by the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches. One church is 
calling its service a “Service of Humilia- 
tion,” and another has already prepared 
for a service on the day peace is declared 
in the Pacific. 


Hard Work and Vision Spell Progress 

St. Peter’s Church, 74th Avenue and 
Briar Road, has engaged Miss Amy E. 
Baureithel as its new full-time parish 
worker. Miss Baureithel had her training 
at the Baltimore Motherhouse, and served 
as parish worker for Trinity Church, 
Reading, Pa., for twenty-five years. She 
will develop the educational program of 
St. Peter’s, particularly, at present, the 
Sunday school. Her duties will include 
both clerical work and visitation. 


That any congregation should expand its’ | 


work to the point of needing the full-time 
help of a parish worker is worthy of note, 
but it is especially remarkable that teen- 
aged St. Peter’s Church should already 
come to that point. St. Peter’s will celebrate 
its fifteenth anniversary in 1945. Of these 
fifteen years almost ten were spent as a 
mission. Today the congregation numbers 
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700 members. The obvious inference one 
draws from St. Peter’s phenomenal prog- 
ress is that it has an able, hard-working 
pastor in the person of the Rev. Clarence 
W. Rhoda, in addition to the fact that the 
people of St. Peter’s have vision. 


Sunday morning, September 24, the Rev. 
Ralph L. Wagner was installed as pastor 
of Grace Church, 35th and Spring Garden 
Streets, by the Rev. Dr. M. R. Hamsher, 
president of the Central Pennsylvania 
Synod. The following Thursday a recep- 
tion was given the pastor and his family. 

There is no doubt that Pastor Wagner is 
a Gettysburg man! He is a graduate of 
Gettysburg Academy, College, and Semi- 
nary. He served the two churches of the 
Yeagerstown Parish before coming to 
Philadelphia. Welcome, Pastor Wagner, to 
the Philadelphia area. To become ac- 
quainted with our pastors in the city, come 
to the Lutheran Ministerial Association the 
first and third Mondays of the month in 
the Muhlenberg Building. 


September 17 Redemption Church, 
Rhawnhurst, celebrated “Parsonage Day.” 
On this day a large part of a $1,500 goal 
was given by the members. This amount 
will be used to make the down payment .. 
and repairs on a lovely $6,700 parsonage 
just bought. Pastor Charles P. Cressman 
and his family were sorely in need of a 
home—the one in which they were living 
was sold and they had to vacate! 


At a special Thursday Vesper Service 
held recently in Immanuel Church, 57th 
and Christian Streets, the parsonage mort- 
gage was burned. Mrs. Albert Neun, the 
oldest member of the.church, and Miss 
Miriam Neudeck, the youngest member, 
participated in the ceremony. Prior to the 
mortgage burning, a congregational din- 
ner was enjoyed in the social hall. The 
Rev. Richard C. Klick is the pastor. 


Prince of Peace Church in Lawndale is 
looking forward to the day when they may 
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build a new parish house, at an estimated 
cost of $40,000. To date approximately 
$2,000 worth of war bonds is set aside for 
this purpose. 


Dr. Peery Organist at Trinity Church 


September 10 Trinity Church in Ger- 
mantown installed Dr. Rob Roy Peery, 
nationally-famous musician, as Minister of 
Music. For the past twelve years Dr. 
Peery has been organist at St. Matthew’s 
Church, Philadelphia. 

Dr. Peery was graduated from Midland 
College, Fremont, Nebr., and received the 
degree of Bachelor of Music from Oberlin 
College, Oberlin, Ohio. Both Midland 
and Wittenberg Colleges conferred on him 
the honorary degree of Doctor of Music. 

Since October 1932 he has been Publi- 
cation Manager for Theodore Presser 
Company of Philadelphia and became Mu- 
sical Editor of the Etude Music Magazine 
in 1942. 

Doctor Peery’s several hundred composi- 
tions include works for the orchestra, 
chorus, quartette, violin, organ, piano and 
solo voice, including hymns and other 
sacred music. He is a member of the 
American Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, the American Guild of 
Organists, and the Hymn Society of 
America. 


Seminary Day at Mt. Airy 


The students, faculty, and several hun- 
dred guests gathered Thursday, September 
28, at the Lutheran Theological Seminary 
in Mt. Airy to pay tribute to two members 
of the seminary who are retiring Novem- 
ber 1, after many years of service. At a 
service in the Seminary Chapel at 2.00 
P. M. Dr. Frank M. Urich, pastor of Trin- 
ity Church, South Philadelphia, and pres- 
ident of the Board of Directors of the 
seminary, expressed the appreciation of 
the institution to the Rev. Dr. Henry Offer- 
man, retiring professor of New Testament, 
and to the Rev. Frederick W. Friday, 
registrar. 

Professor Offerman, a distinguished 
scholar, has been professor of New Testa- 
ment at the seminary since 1910 and is the 
senior member of the present faculty in 
years of service. Prior to his work at the 
seminary, Dr. Offerman was pastor of 
Christ and Trinity churches, Camden, 
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N. J., 1889-1900, and of Immanuel Church, 
Philadelphia, 1900-1912. He has been editor 
and a contributor to numerous church pa- 
pers and magazines, the author of several 
books in the New Testament field, and a 
member of many important committees 
and boards of the Church, among them the 
commission of the U. L. C. A. which has 
been negotiating with representatives of 
other American Lutheran bodies in an ef- 
fort to bring about organic union among 
Lutherans in America. 

The Rev. F. W. Friday came to the semi- 
nary in 1927 as the first incumbent of the 
newly created post of registrar. Prior to 
that he had been pastor of Trinity Church, 
Braddock, Pa.; Zion Church, Olney; post 
chaplain at Camp Dix, N. J., 1918-1921; and 
pastor of St. Paul’s Church, Millville, N. J., 
from 1921 until he came to the seminary. 
He was graduated from Gettysburg Col- 
lege in 1897, and received an A.M. degree 
in 1900. ; 

At a service at 10.45 A. M. on the same 
day, the Rev. Oscar V. Werner, pastor of 
St. John’s Church, New Britain, Conn., was 
the speaker. In the afternoon, following 
the service of tribute to the two retiring 
faculty members, the Auxiliary of the 
Seminary held its semi-annual meeting. 
The speaker was the Rev. Edward T. Horn, 
Ill. At the same time the alumni of the 
seminary walked to the chapel adjoining 
the library to hear a talk by the Rev. Otto 
L. Schreiber, Ph.D., pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church, Kingston, N. Y., on the subject of 
medals struck in commemoration of Mar- 
tin Luther. Dr. Schreiber recently pre- 
sented the seminary with the largest col- 
lection of Luther medals in this country. 


Fire at Holy Communion Church 

Holy Communion, central city church 
where many of the important meetings and 
conventions of the Philadelphia area and 
of the synod are held, was visited by fire 
Tuesday afternoon, September 26. For- 
tunately the blaze was restricted to the 
apex of the 125-foot East Tower. Mag- 
nificent work by the firemen kept the fire 
from spreading to the roof of the large, 
seventy-year-old edifice and kept the 
damage by water to a minimum. The esti- 
mated damage is $10,000. The cause of the 
fire is not known. It was noted by a 
passer-by who turned in an alarm. 
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Whes-PSarre Warblings 


Anniversaries, Improvement to Properties and Fall Activities 


Trinity, Lansford, Pa., the Rev. Alfred 
L. Long pastor, celebrated its fiftieth an- 
niversary the week of September 17-24. 
Theodore G. Tappert, D.D., professor at 
the Philadelphia Seminary, preached the 
initial sermon the morning of September 
17. The preacher at Vespers was the Rev. 
E. Richard Acker, of Christ Church, 
Schuylkill Haven. “Community Night” 
was observed with: the Rev. C. Elwood 
Huegel of St. Paul’s Church, Orwigsburg, 
Pa., the only son of Trinity in the min- 
istry, bringing the message. A concert by 
the Muhlenberg College Chapel Choir, un- 
der the direction of Dr, Harold K. Marks, 
featured “Music Night.” Thursday was 
designated as “Conference Night,” with the 
Rev. Harold G. Deisher, president of the 
Wilkes-Barre Conference and pastor of 
Christ Church, Wilkes-Barre, as guest 
preacher. The Rev. Lester E. Fetter of 
Alsace Church, Reading, Pa., preached on 
“Service Members’ Night.” The anniver- 
sary observance concluded with the ad- 
ministration of the Holy Communion at 
both morning and evening services Sep- 
tember 24, Under the impetus of the 
celebration, members have subscribed 
$3,600 toward the reduction of the debt. 


Congregational Items 


St. Luke’s, Noxen, the Rev. Henry 


Kraft pastor, has renovated the interior 


By G. Epwarp Knapp 


of its church building and reconsecrated 
it at a special service, This congregation 
recently held a Candlelight Service to 
honor the twenty-two men and women 
serving their country in the armed forces. 
A service flag was dedicated. 


The. Rev. William A. FE, Schewe, pastor 
of St. Mark’s, Wilkes-Barre, celebrated the 
thirtieth anniversary of his wedding Sep- 
tember 23 and the thirtieth anniversary of 
his ordination in October. Pastor Schewe 
reports that the Sunday school paid $200 
for the reconstruction of the stone wall in 
front of the church and also bought new 
church hymnals, which were dedicated on 
Rally Day, September 24. The late Henry 
Beck, Sr., former member of St. Mark’s, 
willed $125 to the congregation. 


St. Paul’s Church, Wilkes-Barre, painted 
the exterior of its church in anticipation 
of the one hundredth anniversary of the 
congregation next year. The congregation 
is planning to redecorate the interior of its 
building in 1945. The Rev. Carl J. 
Schindler is pastor. 


Christ Church, Wilkes-Barre, the Rev. 
Harold G, Deisher pastor, consecrated a 
baptismal font at a special service Sep- 
tember 10. 


Fifty-seven visitors were commissioned ° 
at The Service, September 24, by the Rev. 
G. Edward Knapp, 
pastor of St. Peter’s, 
Scranton, to call on 
every resident family 
of the congregation 
urging their attend- 
ance at the Lord’s 
Table on World-wide 
Communion Sunday, 
October 1, and ask- 
ing them to pledge 
themselves to attend 


Trinity Church, 
Lansford, Pa. 
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at least one service of worship on each 
of the five succeeding Sundays. No refer- 
ence to finances was included. 


The Luther League of Dinkey Memorial 
Church, Ashfield, the Rev. Richard A. Beck 
pastor, conducted a School of Missions 
recently on five successive Sunday eve- 
nings. Miss Elvira Strunk, missionary to 
China, was the teacher at each session. 


The First German-English Lutheran 
Church of Wilkes-Barre, the Rev. Peter J. 
Dexnis pastor, recently changed its name 
to “Messiah Lutheran Church.” 


Pastoral Associations 

Carbon County Lutheran Pastoral As- 
sociation and their families held their an- 
nual outing at Zion (Stone) Church, West 
Penn, the Rey. A. P. Snyder pastor. This 
church, one of the historic landmarks of 
Lutheranism, was founded in 1790 and 
serves over 500 members in eastern 
Schuylkill and western Carbon counties. 
The first fall meeting of the Association 
was held in St. John’s Church, Mauch 
Chunk, the Rev. A. C. Planz pastor. The 
Rev. William Leifeld, newly elected pastor 
at East Mauch Chunk, was received into 
membership. The Rev. Richard A. Beck, 
Bowmanstown, was elected president. The 
Rev. Alfred Long, Lansford, is secretary- 
treasurer, 


The Wilkes-Barre-Scranton Pastoral 
Association held its annual retreat in Holy 
Trinity Church, Kingston, the Rev. David 
A. Menges pastor, September 19. The Rev. 
William Seaman, S.T.D., pastor of Em- 
manuel, Souderton, was the preacher. The 
following officers were elected: President, 
the Rev. David A. Menges; vice-president, 
the Rev. E. O. Steigerwalt; secretary-treas- 
urer, the Rev. Gerald J. Jacoby; chaplain, 
the Rev. John D. Keener; assistant chap- 


lain, the Rev. John A. Kaercher; organist, . 


the Rev. Harold G. Deisher. « 


Leadership Schools 

A Lutheran Leadership Training School 
will be held in Lehighton under the direc- 
tion of the Lutheran congregations of the 
‘area. Evening sessions will be held dur- 
ing the fall months. The Rev. William Lei- 
feld of East Mauch Chunk and the Rev. 
John McConomy of Weissport, are asso- 
ciate deans. 
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The Wyoming Valley Leadership Train- 
ing School will meet Monday evenings, 
October 2 to November 6. The Rev. Harold 
G. Deisher of Wilkes-Barre is dean of the 
school, which will hold its sessions in St. 
John’s, Wilkes-Barre. 


The Rev. G. Edward Knapp, St. Peter’s, 
Scranton, is dean of the Scranton Lutheran 
Leadership School, which will meet at St. 
John’s, Scranton, the Rev. Harner R. Mid- 
dleswarth pastor, on six Wednesday eve- 
nings beginning September 27. 


Reformation Rallies 

The Reformation Rally of the Lutheran 
Churches of the Wilkes-Barre District will 
be held October 29, in St. John’s Church, 
Wilkes-Barre, with Russell D. Snyder, 
D.D., professor at the Philadelphia Semi- 
nary, as speaker. 

The Scranton area Reformation Rally 
will be held at St. John’s, Scranton, Octo- 
ber 29. Dr. Nathan R. Melhorn, editor of 
Tue LUTHERAN, will be the preacher of the 
evening and a combined choir under the 
leadership of the Rev. John A. Kaercher, 
St. Mark’s, Scranton, will provide music. 


Carbon County Lutherans, numerically 
the strongest Protestant group in the 
county, will celebrate the Reformation 
with a monster rally in Grace Church, 
Lehighton, October 29, at 8.15 P. M., with 
all the Lutheran churches of the county 
participating. The Rev. Richard M. Rutter, 
pastor of Grace Church, is the chairman 
of the committee. 


Pastor's Son Heads 
20th A. F. 


Brig-Gen. Lauris Norstad, recently 
named chief of staff of the 20th Air Force 
—composed of the B-29 super-fortresses— 
is a son of the Rev. Mark Norstad, rector 
of the Deaconess Hospital operated by the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church in Chicago. 

General Norstad, who at the age of 37 
is one of the army’s youngest generals, 
grew up in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Minneapolis, Minn., where his father was 
then pastor. Two of his brothers are also 
in service—Sgt. R. Norstad, who is with 
the United States Army in the European 
theater, and Chaplain Frederick M. Nor- 
stad, with the Navy in Australia. 
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Kochester—the Hower City 


New Superintendent Installed. Interesting Gatherings 


The Rev. Edward G. Goetz was in- 
stalled as superintendent of the Inner 
Mission Society of Rochester, N. Y., at a 
special service in Concordia Church Sep- 
tember 24, Dr. Harvey D. Hoover, the 


The Rev. Edward G. Goetz 


new superintendent’s teacher at Gettys- 
burg Seminary and Carthage College, 
preached the sermon; the Rev. Thomas A. 
Berg, pastor of Concordia, was liturgist; 
the Rev. William M. Horn, president of 
the society, extended greetings; the Rev. 
Eugene L. Stowell, secretary of the So- 
ciety, presented Pastor Goetz. The in- 
stallation. was conducted by the Rev. 
Howard A. Kuhnle, conference president. 
A reception for Pastor and Mrs. Goetz 
followed the service. 


Pastor Goetz, a native of Chicago, was' | 


graduated from Carthage College in 1929 
and from Gettysburg Seminary in 1932; 
ordained by the Illinois Synod in 1932; 
and served Zion Church, Washington, D. C., 
1932-44. He served on the Board of the 
Washington Inner Mission, and was vice- 
president when he left; was a member of 
the Board of the National Lutheran Home 
for the Aged in Washington, serving three 
years as secretary; and a member of the 
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Board of the Tressler Orphans’ Home, 
Loysville, Pa., and chairman of its child 
welfare committee. 


The Inner Mission Roll Call 


will be conducted October 12-25, with a 
goal of $10,000. Roy Lingg of Resurrection 
Church is chairman. The opening dinner 
was held at Christ Church, with the Rev. 
F. W. Heins, superintendent of the Inner 
Mission, Springfield, Ohio, formerly super- 
intendent in Rochester, as speaker. 


The Rev. Alfred L. Beck was installed 
as the eighth pastor of the Church of the 
Reformation, Rochester, September 17. The 
Rev. Robert W. Stackel, a spiritual son of 
Reformation, now pastor of Emmanuel 
Church, gave the charge to the pastor, and 
the Rev. William M. Horn, former as- 
sistant pastor, now pastor of Peace Church, 
gave the charge to the congregation. The 
Rev. Alfred J. Schroder, a college and 
seminary classmate of Pastor Beck, pastor 
of Christ Church, was liturgist. Pastor 
Kuhnle conducted the installation, Refor- 
mation held a farewell reception August 
30 for its former pastor, Dr. Frederick R. 
Knubel, now president of the United Synod 
of New York. ’ " 


A beautiful stained glass window was 
dedicated in Concordia Church September 
24, in honor and memory of those serving 
in the present war. The funds were gath- 
ered by the Mission Class. The pastor’s 
sermon, honoring 174 men and women in 
the service, including two who have lost 
their lives, was entitled, “Peace Be to This 
House,” which is also the title of the win- 
dow. This Is the second window dedicated 
by Pastor Berg. 


Parish Education Meetings 


District meetings for the Christian 
Growth Series of Sunday school lessons 
were held at Reformation, Rochester, and 
St. ‘ Paul’s, Dansville. Mrs. Mabel B. 
Fenner of Philadelphia, associate secretary 
of the Parish and Church School Board, 
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was in charge, and spoke especially on 
primary lessons. Dr. Paul C. White, syn- 
odical secretary for religious education, 
spoke on the intermediate lessons, and 
Mrs. Alfred L. Beck of Rochester, spoke 
on the junior lessons. Mrs. Fenner re- 
ported that the Rochester meeting was the 
best attended and most interested group 
in the synod to date. The Rev. William R. 
Fairman, pastor at Dansville, invited other 
Protestant churches to take part, and had 
a large and attentive group. 


Students' Ashram 

The Ashram of the Lutheran Student 
Association of America was held at the 
LeTourneau Christian Camp, at Canan- 
daigua, and was voted the best ever. Dr. 
C. P. Harry, secretary of the Board of 
Education of the United Lutheran Church, 
dean of the program, had among the lead- 
ers Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz of Philadel- 
phia, consulting secretary on promotion of 
the United Lutheran Church; the Rev. 
Edgar M. Carlson, professor at Augustana 
Seminary, Rock Island, Ill.; Dr. Clarence 
E. Krumbholz of New York, secretary of 
the Department of Welfare of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council; Dr. J. Roy Strock, 
secretary of the Foreign Mission Board, 
and missionary to India; and Miss Erva 
Moody, missionary from China. 


St. John’s Home for the Aged celebrated 


its forty-fifth anniversary September 24. 
One of the addresses was given by the 
Rev. Carl Betz, pastor of Bethlehem 
Church, a member of the Board of the 
Home since 1901, and its corresponding 
secretary. This is a unique work in that 
it is supported by the German churches 
of all Protestant denominations. Miss 
Lillian Rothe has been the efficient matron 
since 1939. 


Gettysburg College 


GETTYSBURG COLLEGE opened its 113th 
academic year September 21. The total 
enrollment is 550: 350 civilian students 
and 200 men assigned to the college for 
Pre-air Corps training. 

Again this year as last—women stu- 
dents outnumber the men. There are 245 
young women and 114 young men. 

Registration of the new students took 
place September 18, followed by two days 
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of orientation lectures, placement tests, 
and college entrance examinations. At the 
formal opening exercises Thursday morn- 
ing, President Hanson spoke. 

There was no cessation of work on the 
campus during the summer. May 25, the 
55th College Training Detachment (Air 
(Crew) was inactivated. About the same 
time, the United States Government in- 
augurated its program covering seven- 
teen-year-old pre-enlistees. Gettysburg 
College was chosen as one of four schools 
in Pennsylvania to participate in this pro- 
gram. The 225 men arrived on the campus 
June 8. 

The young men of the ASTU group rep- 
resent the states of Virginia, Maryland and 
Pennsylvania. They have quickly caught 
step with the army program and have won 
the affection of the faculty and the civilian 
student group. ParKER B. WAGNILD. 
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Sowing and Reaping 

Tue fifty-third annual convention of the 
Southern Conference of the Midwest Synod 
met in St. Paul’s Church, Diller, Nebr., 
September 13 and 14, with thirty pastors 
in attendance. Pastor Otto Spehr, Jr., was 
liturgist at the Communion Service and 
the Rev. Frederick Weisenborn of Syra- 
cuse, Nebr., preached the sermon on the 
theme, “Sowing and Reaping.” 

The election of officers resulted as fol- 
lows: President, the Rev. Frederick Weis- 
enborn; secretary, the Rev. Otto Spehr, Jr.; 
the Rev. Victor Moeller of Lodge Pole, 
Nebr., was re-elected treasurer. 

The following papers were read: “The 
Art of Illustrating a Sermon,” written by 
the Rev. Karl H. Ehlers and read by Pas- 
tor Moeller; “The Prayer Life of Jesus,” 
by Pastor Rudolph Moehring of Glenvil; 
and “The Influence of Liturgy Upon the 
People During Worship,’ by the Rev. 
A. B. J. Lentz of Louisville, Nebr. Prof. 
R. R. Syre spoke in behalf of the Midland 
College Campaign. 

Conference was honored by the pres- 
ence of President Herman Goede of the 
Synod of the Midwest. At the Wednesday 
Vesper Service the Rev. Victor Moeller 
was liturgist and the Rev. Carl Goede 
preached the sermon, emphasizing the 
need of world evangelization: 

Otto SPEHR, JR. 
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SS ae Jersey Vos 


By H. Paun GERHARD 


Brincine to a successful conclusion the 
summer services of the Ocean City con- 
gregation in ministering to the members 
and guests of that vacation resort, the 
Rev. Frank F. Adler has resigned as pastor 
to accept the call to St. John’s, Columbia, 
Pa. During Pastor Adler’s six years in the 
Ocean City-Somers Point Parish substan- 
tial reduction in the debt of both churches 
and the growth in membership have re- 
sulted. 


The Rev. William J. Leifeld of the Mt. 
Ephraim-Wenonah Parish began his work 
as pastor of St. John’s Church, East Mauch 
Chunk, on August 1. As first pastor of 
Advent, Mt. Ephraim, he was responsible 
for considerable growth in membership 
and in the worship and benevolent work 
of the congregation. Pastor Leifeld was a 
pioneer in released-time school for this 
area and also served as dean of the Lead- 
ership Training School of Camden County. 

The Rev. H. S. Bowman, Trinity, Runne- 
mede, was elected dean of the Leadership 
School to succeed Pastor Leifeld in that 
office. 


The “over the top” response in Lutheran 
World Action on September 25 made that 
date a red letter day for the New Jersey 
Conference churches of the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania and Adjacent States. Of 
the 35 congregations enrolled, 28 have con- 
tributed at least 100 per cent of their 
goals. Many congregations are still press- 
ing on beyond the minimum goals set in 
order to meet the increasing needs of the 
church abroad. 


To aid in the work of ministering to 
service men in the capital city of New 
Jersey, Trinity Church, the Rev. J. A. 
Matthiesen pastor, has given over its school 
building and parish house as a Service 
Center for the Trenton area. Being the 
only Protestant Center in that area it will 
render a much-needed service to men 
from near-by Fort Dix. 


The construction of a church building, 
which undoubtedly rates governmental 
_ priorities from every consideration, is the 
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present work of the Rev. Harold Artz, for- 
merly of Zion, Riverside. Chaplain Artz 
has the rank of lieutenant in the United 
States Navy. The chapel of which he is 
supervising the construction is in the 
Russel Islands, Pacific theater of war. 


The work and worship of the church 
was recently introduced in the Heckman 
Terrace Development, a Phillipsburg, 
N. J., defense housing area, when fifty 
children attended the first Sunday school 
service held August 27. The task was be- 
gun through the efforts of Pastors W. K. 
Reinert and Edward S. Horn of Phillips- 
burg, and Dr. H. C. Cornehlsen of Easton, 
field worker Miss T, Thuey, and students 
of the Philadelphia Seminary. 


Mortgage Burned 


While the smoke of the burning mort- 
gage was still in the air at the congrega- 
tional rally of Holy Communion, Berlin, 
the Rev. F. A. Paules, pastor of Ascension, 
Haddon Heights, gave an inspiring and en- 
couraging address. The occasion was the 
burning of the mortgage on the first prop- 
erty and the inauguration of a financial 
drive for a building program which will 
include the relocation of the church and 
the remodeling of the building recently 
purchased from the Presbytery of New 
Jersey. Mr. Hugo Von der Tann, treas- 
urer, ignited the mortgage, which dated 
from the beginning of the congregation’s 
life in 1931. The Rev. H. Paul Gerhard is 
pastor of the Berlin-Magnolia Parish. ‘ 


The thermometer of the Pension Plan 
was recently pushed higher by six New 
Jersey congregations which signed on the 
dotted line: Trinity, Runnemede; Ascen- 
sion, Haddon Heights; Epiphany, Pleas- 
antville; Holy Trinity, Maple Shade; St. 
Paul’s, Mt. Holly; and Redeemer, Vineland. 


Local Luther League leaders and spon- 


' sors were stimulated in their fall work as 


the result of a Luther League Institute 
held in Holy Trinity, Audubon, the Rev. 
Paul W. Kapp pastor. Miss Jane Taylor 
spoke to the departmental secretaries, and 
the Rev. Earl F, Rahn conferred with 
pastors and League sponsors. 


Harvest Festival 


Fall brings with it to our churches the 
“food for the needy” appeal of the Har- 
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vest Festival. In our churches, the food 
is given for the children and aged people 
of the Germantown Home. The Rev. W. R. 
Harrison, superintendent, and a group of 
the children brought the story of the Ger- 
mantown Home to Holy Trinity, Audubon, 
September 17. Other churches observing 
the Festival with gifts for the Home were 
St. Luke’s, West Collingswood, September 
14; Berlin-Magnolia, October 8; Haddon- 
field, October 15. 


It was Ladies’ Night for the Brother- 
‘hood of South Jersey at’ the September 
meeting in St. Mark’s, Oaklyn, Mr. Harry 
N. Collins in charge. After the devotional 
hour in the church the group assembled 
in the town’s new Municipal Building for 
the Swanee Minstrels and social hour. 


At a mother and daughter social of Holy 
Trinity, Magnolia, on September 20, Mrs. 
G. Elson Ruff of Philadelphia, was the 
guest and presented a dramatization of 
“The Robe.” The social was sponsored 
by the Ladies’ Aid, Mrs. George Schu- 
macher of Lindenwold, president. 


Seashore Preaching Points 


Preaching in Somers Point on Sunday 
mornings and assisting in the Ocean City 
Boardwalk Services this summer, Carl 
Weber, student at the Philadelphia Semi- 
nary was introduced to the work of the 
church at one of Jersey’s vacation resorts. 
In recent years under the leadership of 
the Rev. Frank Adler as pastor, the Ocean 
City-Somers Point Parish has greatly en- 
larged the work of ministering to our Lu- 
therans in this resort city, chiefly Brough 
St. John’s, Ocean City. 


At Cape May Point Community Church 
Lutheran services are conducted during 
the summer by arrangement of the Board 
of Missions of the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania and Adjacent States. Pastors 
preaching during the summer were Arthur 
H. Getz, Charles M. Cooper, William J. 
Ducker, H. Paul Gerhard, Dr. Gustav H. 
Bechtold, Carl H. Moyer, Paul P. Huyett, 
W. Paul Reumann and Dr. E. F. Bachmann. 

Lankenau Villa on Cape May Point is 
the vacationing spot for our deaconesses. 
The cottage of the Lankenau School for 
children was not operating this summer. 


Assisting the Rev. Dr. M. R. Hamsher, 
president of the Central Pennsylvania 
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Synod, in the installation of the Rev. B. F. 
Rudisill, at Trinity, Woodbury, was his 
brother, the Rev. S. H. Rudisill, pastor of 
St. Paul’s, Collingswood. Pastor B. F. 
Rudisill came to this parish from Trinity, 
Du Bois, Pa. 


In Bethany, Palmyra, the Rev. George 
T. Miller was installed as pastor Septem- 
ber 10 by President M. R. Hamsher and 
Dr. C. P. Swank, Superintendent of Mis- 
sions of the Central Pennsylvania Synod. 
Pastor Miller formerly served St. Paul’s, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


The Rev. Louis Ewald, formerly of 
Philadelphia, is now pastor of Zion, Egg 
Harbor City. 


Pinecrest Dunes Leadership 


School 


THE seventeenth annual session of the 
Pinecrest Dunes Luther League Leadership 
School, held recently at Peconic, Long 
Island, set new high records. There were 
98 young people in attendance through 
the week in addition to the faculty and 
staff, and 133 over the week-end. 

The faculty consisted of Miss Ruth 
Juram of the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety; the Rev. Lawrence Folkemer of 
Lansdowne, Md.; Miss Florence Siedentopf 
of the New York City School System; Sis- 
ter Edna Hill of Bay Ridge, N. Y.; the Rev. 
William C. J. Weidt of Mt. Vernon, N. Y.; 
C. Franklin Koch, D.D., of the Board of 
Social Missions; Miss Catherine Stirewalt 
of the China Mission; and the Rev. and 
Mrs. Franklin Schweiger of St. Johnsville, 
New York. 

Seventy-five “B”-level course cards 
were awarded, 117 “A”-level course cards, 
and 22 Pinecrest recognition cards. The 
latter are awarded those not qualifying for 
the cards of the International Council for 
Religious Education, chiefly in the matter 
of age. In spite of the crowded conditions 
an extra course had to be slipped in to 
accommodate the numbers. The spirit of 
the whole school was outstanding. 

An echo rally is scheduled for the eve- 
ning of November 11 at St. John’s Church, 
Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. The 
curriculum committee has made its plans 
for 1945. The Board meets November 4. 

S. O. Hirzet. 
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Westen ennsylvania Vows 


THE newly-completed church building of 
Messiah Church, Homestead Park, C. M. 
Teufel, D.D., pastor, was dedicated Sep- 
tember 17. Celebrated in connection with 
this was the fortieth anniversary of or- 
ganization. Superintendent of Missions 
P. H. R: Mullen, D.D., preached the ser- 
mon at the opening “Service. of Dedica- 
tion,” and President H. R. Shepfer, D.D., 
of the Pittsburgh Synod spoke at the eve- 
ning service. Four week night services 
were held, including one for dedication of 
eight fine memorial gifts received from 
Lutheran congregations of the area, and 
another called “Undergirders’ Night,” with 
reference to the Mission Boards and the 
Church Extension Society of Pittsburgh, 
and with a representative of each group 
present to speak. A new church building 
in these times of war and WPB restric- 
tions is very unusual, but Messiah Church 
came under the “unfinished building prin- 
ciple,” its first unit having been built in 
1939. 


September 26, on the eve of the solemn 
Jewish “Day of Atonement,” the Lutheran 
Mission to the Jews, Pittsburgh, held a 
special “Service of Prayer for Suffering 
Israel,” with the superintendent, the Rev. 
D. B. Bravin, conducting the service. 


At the “Aluminum City,” New Kensing- 
ton, there is a Lutheran Leadership Train- 
ing School sponsored by eight churches in 
the district, and held each Monday eve- 
ning at First Church, the Rev. G. J. Baisler 
pastor. The dean is the Rev. J. E. Shaugh- 
nesy of Tarentum, and the faculty con- 
sists of Pastors Oscar Woods, George 
Hershberger, W. T. Wilson, and D. R. 
Poole. 


A Lutheran Landmark 


One of the oldest church buildings still 
in use in Western Pennsylvania is Em- 
manuel Church, Prospect, the Rev. Louis 
W. Rupp pastor. It was erected ninety- 
seven years ago, during the pastorate of 
the Rev. Gottlieb Bassler and was recon- 
structed in 1903. Such a deep influence was 
left at Prospect by Pastor Bassler that a 
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special service was held August 27, com- 
memorating a high point in his pastorate, 
when, three years before the church was 
built, he and four other pastors were host 
to a “conference” held in the Butler 
County Court House. That group decided 
to meet again in January at Pittsburgh, 
and in the meantime to invite additional 
pastors and lay representatives. The sub- 
sequent January meeting was the one 
where the Pittsburgh Synod came into 
being. : 


Old and New Superintendents 


Ralph Yeany, D.D., accepted .a call to 
become pastor of St. Luke Church, Mill- 
vale, effective September fifteenth. For 24 
years he had been superintendent of 
Bethesda Home, Meadville, ever since its 
founding. The synod and churches are 
deeply grateful to him and his wife for 
their untiring and loyal service to the 
“little ones.” The new head of the Home 
is Mr. George H. Black. He is from 
Geneva, Ill., and a member of the Au- 
gustana Synod, a church councilman, and 
a Sunday school teacher. He has had six 
years of experience in social work, largely 
in connection with delinquent boys. 


Changes in Pastorates 


The Rev. E. C. Curran has come to the «: 


Brookville Parish, after serving a number 
of years in the Bittinger Parish in west- 
ern Maryland. 


The Rev. Robert E. Olson has come to 
Grace Church, Troy Hill, Pittsburgh, fol- 
lowing his service in Our Saviour Church, 
Coatesville! 


The Rev. F. C. ‘Snyder has terminated 
his pastorate at Grace Church, Clarion, 
to become supply pastor of First Church, 
Leechburg, until the return of Chaplain 
W.F. Pfeifer. Meanwhile two pastors have 
gone from this territory to other parishes: 
The Rev. L. A. Sittler from Trinity 
Church, Pittsburgh, to St. Peter Church, 
Forest Park, near Chicago, and the Rev. 
R. W. Hahne from St. John Church, Glass- 
port, to the Cairnbrook Parish. 
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Leadership Training 

A total of sixty Sunday school workers 
from churches in Erie and vicinity enrolled 
September 18 in the two Lutheran Lead- 
ership Training Schools. Monday evenings 
sessions are held at St. John Church, the 
Rev. C. O. Dufford pastor, and at St. 
Stephen Church, the Rev. A. U. Gesler, 
Ph.D., pastor. Both of these pastors are 
teachers, as well as the Revs. Paul Mum- 
ford and John Bermon; Deaconesses Mabel 
Harnish and Edith Baden; Mrs. Arthur 
Turner and Miss Adelene May. There are 
classes. Five churches are his itinerary. 

Schools on Missions will be held in the 
Erie Conference October 22 to November 
24, with Dr. A. J. Stirewalt, missionary for 
forty years in Japan, conducting the 
classes. Five churches are included in his 
itinerary. 


The seventieth anniversary of Holy 
Trinity Church, Irwin, was observed the 
week of September 24, with Dr. William 
F. Zimmerman, president of Thiel College, 
addressing the congregation at the opening 


service of the celebration. Fine progress 
has been made in remodeling and furnish- 
ing the parish house. The Rev. Paul 
Schnur, secretary of synod, is the pastor. 


Trinity Church, Connellsville, W. H. 
Hetrick, D.D., pastor, lost a prominent 
member in the passing of Mr. E. R. Floto, 
during the summer. He was treasurer of 
the congregation for thirty years and a 
tower of strength in the counsels of the 
church. He was also superintendent of the 
Sunday school for nearly two decades. 


“The Post-war Church” was the theme 
of the Pittsburgh Synod Brotherhood 
meeting in annual convention at First 
Church, Pittsburgh, A. J. Holl, D.D., pas- 
tor, September 29. What part will the 
Brotherhood play in the Church? What 
responsibilities will it assume? Answers 
to these questions came from Prof. R. H. 
Johnson of Thiel College, Mr. W. E. 
Koehler of Braddock, and from W. H. 
Hetrick, D.D., of Connellsville. In charge 
of the evening devotions was the Rev. 
W. H. Marburger of New Brighton. 


Central New York News 


OnE more son has gone out from the 
Church of the Holy Communion, Utica, 
N. Y., the Rev. L. F. Wagschal pastor. The 
Rev. Francis Wagschal, son of the pastor, 
is the fourth. The writer was the first 
and then followed the Rev. Albert Buhl, 
Denver, Colo., and the Rev. Alfred Schofer, 
chaplain overseas. The Rev. Francis Wag- 
schal was married to Miss Edna Belle 
Weygandt at Uniontown, Ohio, by his 
father June 1, 1944. He is now pastor of 
Zion Church, Oldwick, N. J. 


Home for the Aged, Clinton, N. Y. 


September 17 at 3.30 P. M. the Lutheran 
Church Home for the Aged held its an- 
nual anniversary’ service and Donation 
Day. Dr. Frederick R. Knubel, president 
of the United Synod of New York, brought 
a fe message. His topic was, “The Need 
of Christian Influence on Social Work and 
Humanitarian Efforts.” He praised this 
work which is carried on by the churches 
of Central New York from Amsterdam to 
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Oswego. The audience of about 500 was 
one of the largest in its history and the 
offering and donations far exceeded other 
years. The service was in charge of the 
Rev. L. F. Wagschal, chaplain of the Home. 
The music was furnished by the choir of 
Zion Church, Utica, directed by Mr. Claude 
Zoeckler. The Women’s Auxiliary served 
refreshments at the close of the service. 
The Home has twenty-four in its family, 
and there is a long waiting list. 


Conference Meets in Utica 

The Central Conference of the United 
Synod of New York met in the Church of 
the Holy Communion, Utica, N. Y., Sep- 
tember 18. The sermon was preached by 
the Rev. Gustav K. Huf, president of con- 
ference. The Communion was administered 
by the Rev. Paul J. Tritschler, vice-pres- 
ident, and the Rev. Viggo Swensen, sec- 
retary. It was the pleasure of conference 
to be the first to greet the new president 
of synod, the Rev. Dr. Frederick R. 
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Knubel. He brought an inspiring message, 
showing the progress being made in synod 
in Education, Home Missions and Beney- 
olence. He further pointed out that we are 
more united in our work than ever before. 

Dr. Paul A. Kirsch, associate secretary 
of the Board of American Missions, chal- 
lenged us to greater zeal in caring for the 
large unchurched population of our com- 
munities. Dr. C. Franklin Koch, executive 
secretary of the Board of Social Missions, 
gave an address on, “The Church’s Pro- 
gram for Discharged Service Personnel,” 
showing how the individual congregation 
should prepare for the returned members 
from the armed forces. Mr. Winifred P. 
Elson, director of Publicity and Promotion 
of the National Lutheran Council, pre- 
sented in an address on Church Publicity 
how to keep the public as well as the 
members informed on vital church news. 

The Rev. Paul J. Tritschler, pastor of the 
Holy Nativity Church, Endicott, was in- 
stalled president by the president of synod. 
He became president due to the fact that 
the Rev. Gustav K. Huf had accepted a call 
to Ascension Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Lutheran Laymen's Retreat 


The first Lutheran Laymen’s Retreat 
sponsored by the Lutheran laymen of 
Central New York, proved most success- 
ful as well as inspirational. Fifty-four 
men representing fifteen churches from 
Johnstown, Oswego, Gloversville, Liver- 
pool, Canajoharie, Syracuse and Utica 
spent the week-end of September 22 at. 
“The Mohawk,” Fourth Lake. Dr. Carl C. 
Rasmussen, professor of Systematic The- 
ology at Gettysburg Seminary, led two 
conferences: “Why I am a Lutheran,” and 
“Where Church and State Meet Today.” 
He also preached Sunday morning on, 
“Why I Believe in the Church.” Dr. Fred- 
erick R. Knubel, president of the United 
Synod of New York, held two conferences 
on “Lutheran Worship” and an open 
forum, “So You Want to Know.” It was 
recommended that a similar retreat be 
held next year and thereafter be spon- 
sored by the Central Conference Brother- 
hood, which is headed by Mr. Edward 
Group of Syracuse, and that the Rev. Dr. 
Arnold F. Keller, pastor of the Church of 
the Redeemer, Utica, be the spiritual 
advisor. 
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Interesting Subjects Dis- 
cussed in Western New York 


“Tr 1s my first purpose to be of help to 
pastors.” This was one of the heartening 
points made by Dr. Frederick R. Knubel, 
new president of the United Lutheran 
Synod of New York, as he made his first 
appearance before his own Western Con- 
ference, which met in Zion Church, Roch- 
ester, Ernest Heyd, D.D., pastor, Septem- 
ber 19. Dr. Knubel went on to say that 
it is widely known that this is a “struggling 
synod,” but at the same time he could see 
evidences of genuine progress in higher 
education, home missions, unity, and 
benevolence and budget. An innovation 
with splendid possibilities was a question 
period after the president’s address. There 
was wide participation. 

William Betz, LL.D., mathematics spe- 
cialist for the Rochester schools, gave a 
comprehensive address on the topic, “The 
Present Educational Situation and Its Re- 
lation to the Church.” Dr. Betz spoke on 
behalf of the synodical Board of Educa- 
tion, of which he is a member. 

William H. Stackel, perennial favorite 
on conference programs, spoke as a mem- 
ber of the Executive Board of the United 
Lutheran Church on the topic, “Preview 
of the Minneapolis Convention.” 

Dr. C. Franklin Koch, executive secre- 
tary of the Board of Social Missions of 
the U. L. C. A., gave a challenging eve- 
ning address on, “Post-War Planning by 
the Local Church.” He also participated 
in an afternoon panel discussion with Pas- 
tors Wilfred A. Schmidt, Ralph W. Loew, 
Arthur H. Schmoyer, D.D., and John G. 
Fleck, D.D., entitled, “What the Church Is 
Doing for Service Men and Women.” This 
was arranged by the conference Social 
Missions Committee, of which Dr. Fleck 
is the able chairman. 

The Rev. Edmund A. Steimle, pastor of 
the University Lutheran Church, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., a synodical project, spoke 
of his work and of plans to gather funds 
to go ahead with the erection of a suitable 
building on the strategic and ideal site at 
Harvard Square, where a _ temporary 
chapel now stands. 

Paul Andrew Kirsch, D.D., assistant ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Board of American 
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Missions, spoke of present home mission 
problems and opportunities. 

The Rev. Eugene L. Stowell, conference 
director for Lutheran World Action re- 
ported that the conference has oversub- 
scribed its quota of $21,328. 

There are no vacant pastorates. 

The sermon at the opening Communion 
Service was delivered by the president, 
the Rev. Howard A. Kuhnle, while the 
secretary, the Rev. Robert W. Stackel, con- 
ducted the service. John M. Strodel, D.D., 
vice-president, conducted the afternoon 
devotions. The next convention will be 
held at Grace Church, Rochester. 

Howarp A. KuUHNLE. 


SAL Choir at its Best . . is 


Always Well Dressed 


CHOIR ROBES... .carefully tail- 
ored, correct styles, lovely colors, 
beautiful draping materials... 


PULPIT ROBES of distinction. 


COLLEGIATE coun'co. 


GOWN CO. 


366 Fifth Ave. 
NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 


COLUMBUS 15, OHIO 


117 N. Wacker 
CHICAGO ¢&, ILL. 
CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 


e CHURCH « 
A FURNITURE 


CHANCEL ALTERATIONS 
+ Gold Leaf Crosses - 
; *Wood Memorial Tablets - 


| De LONG &DELONG | 


\ 1505 RACE ST. = PHILADELPHIA-DA. M4 


Y 2204 ALLEN+ST 
ALLENTOWN - PA. 


115-25 METROPOLITAN “AVE. 
KEW-GARDENS-NEW YORK 
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For a World 


at Peace 


_ Free men have cunningly fashioned the 
implements of war...Armed with these, 

‘ other free men -have marched, singing, 
into battle... 


Always their thoughts have been of a world 
at peace... And now, peace is near. Near 
enough to believe in, to trust to, to plan on. 


Skill that Maller Craftsmen perfected in 
fashioning implements of war will build 
instruments worthy of a finer way of life, 
Already, MGller Craftsmanship is rarned to 
planning the Artist of Organs—the Organ 
of Artists... for a world at peace, 


CMOMER 


THE ARTIST OF ORGANS + THE ORGAN OF ARTISTS 


NAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 


A Fiftieth Anniversary 


Zion Church, Petersburg, Pa., celebrated 
the fiftieth anniversary of the laying of the 
cornerstone September 24. At the morning 
service the Rev. Stephen Traver, pastor 
when the church was built, preached the 
sermon, and spoke of the faith and cour- 
age of those who fifty years ago undertook 
the task of building this fine church. Mr. 
Cc. W. Sneath gave an interesting history 
of the founding of the congregation 
seventy-five years ago and of its first 
quarter of a century of activity. In the 
evening, Mr. J. Elmer Young, who became 
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a member fifty years ago, gave an account 
of the laying of the cornerstone and the 
dedication of the present building. He 
also told of the two sons of the congrega- 
tion who are in the ministry: the Rev. 
Herbert Hohman, Rockwood, Pa., and the 
Rev. Kenneth Anderson, Stowe, Pa., who 
was present on this anniversary occasion 
and paid a fine tribute to the congregation 
in his evening address. 

The services were in charge of the act- 
ing pastor, the Rev. Leland K. Fackler. 
Pastor C. H. Stong is now serving as a 
chaplain in the U. S. Army and could not 
be present. The services were well at- 
tended and the messages inspiring. 


Number Please 
All Pastors in 124 Cities Have 
Post Office Request 


Postat authorities have requested that 
the National Lutheran Councal call atten- 
tion of all pastors of all Lutheran bodies 
to the necessity of making sure that Pos- 
tal Zone Numbers are incorporated in all 
Year Book listings. 

Some 124 cities in the United States have 
for upward of a year been using numerals 
with the street address to speed and facil- 
itate local distribution of mail in the de- 
livery office. It is stated that the chief 
reason why this is essential is because of 
the high proportion of inexperienced, or 
inadequately experienced, help employed 
in all post offices. Classifying by number 
obviates the need of green help memoriz- 
ing thousands upon thousands of street 
addresses. 

Complaints have come to the Post Of- 
fice Department of failure of some of the 
Lutheran Year Books to include all pos- 
tal zone numbers in their listings of clergy 
and other church workers. The editors of 
these year books cannot include such data 
unless it is supplied by the person listed. 

The obligation to supply correct and 
adequate address data rests upon each 
pastor or “other church worker” so listed. 
Uncle Sam says, please help by correcting 
your own: data at once—N. L. C. Bulletin. 


CONFERENCES 


The annual meeting of the Alleghany Confer- 
ence of the Synod of Central Pennsylvania will 
be: held in Trinity Church, Bedford, Pa., 
Qctober 24. John E. Stambaugh, Sec. 


The Lutheran 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


THE LIBRARY 


The fall meeting of the East Pennsylvania 
‘onference of the Synod of Central Pennsylvania 
vill be held in St. Stephen Church, Lancaster, 
’a., Wednesday, October 25. Sessions at 10.00 
4. M. and 2.00 P. M. 

The annual meeting of the Brotherhood of 
he conference will be held at the same church 
‘uesday, October 24, with sessions at 10.15 
A. , 145 and 7.30 P. M. 

George T. Miller, Sec. 


The forty-ninth semi-annual meeting of the 
Yhicago Conference of the Illinois Synod will 
ve held Tuesday, October 24, in the Westwood 
sutheran Church, 7810 Elmgrove Drive, Elm- 


The Eastern Conference of the Synod of Kan- 
sas and Adjacent States will convene in St. 
Mark’s Church, Atchison, Kan., the Rev. H. 
Vance Baird pastor, October 29. 

Meeting at the same time will be group meet- 
ings of the Brotherhood, Women’s Missionary 
Society, pastors and Luther League. The ses- 
sions will begin at 3.00 P. M 

Herbert H. Pett, Sec. 


The Conference of the Kentucky-Tennessee 
Synod will meet in First Lutheran Church, 
Louisville, Ky., the Rev. Arthur M. Huffman 
astor, November 14 and 15. The opening serv- 


vood Park, Chicago, the Rev. T. W. Brosche 
yastor. Conference Resrs open with the Holy 


Yommunion at 9.30 A 
Paul K. Nordsiek, Sec. 


The North Platte Conference of the Synod of 
Vebraska will meet in Salem Church, Fremont, 


The Western 


Nebr., Wednesday, October 25, at 10.00 A. M. Mark’s Church, Hampstead, Md., 
George Whetstone pastor. 


Paul Wiegman, Sec. 


Why Choose a Junior College? 


@ Because young people need personal at- 
tention from the ages of 15 to 19, the 
Junior College years. 

e@ Because graduates of a Junior College are 
well prepared to take up specialized work 
of a College in the third year. 

@ Because the Junior College is able to 
ay on Christian education unhampered 

e necessities of war. 

@ Because at MARION COLLEGE, Marion, 
Virginia, girls can have two years of col- 
lege work, who cannot take a full four- 
year college course. 


Address 


REV. HENRY E. HORN, President 
BOX K, MARION, VA. 


ace WORN SLIDE and NUMERAL SETS 


saa 1234567890 


‘Hymn-board slide and numeral sets should be re- 
placed when they become worn or shabby. This is 
possible now that SLIDES are available in any height 
from 3 to 5 inches and NUMERALS from 134 to 6 
inches high. Consult our Catalog No. 74, page 130, 
for prices and description. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


CHICAGO I] PITTSBURGH 22 COLUMBIA 3 
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HYMN 


BOARD 
SLIDES 


2 es Holy Communion will begin at 1.30 
Lorin L. Spenny, Sec. 


Conference of the Synod of 
Maryland will hold its annual convention Mon- 
day, October 30, beginning at 9.30 A. M., at St. 
the Rev. 
Luther L. Hare, Sec. 
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Minister's 
Workshop 


by Halford E. Luccock 


HERE is practical help from a 
master craftsman on the art of 
preaching. 


Dr. Luccock sits down beside the 
preacher at his desk and in a de- 
tailed manner, with a wealth of 
arresting examples and picturesque 
first-aid to the imagination, helps 
him make his sermons come alive. 


Here is concrete material for the 
sermon-maker which heretofore he 
may have sought in vain. 256 pages 
of printed, graphic ideas that 
clamor for development. 


At Your 
Bookstore 


ABINGDON- 
COKESBURY 
Nashville 2, Tenn. 


VESTMENTS 

for Choir and Pulpit 

Hangings - Ornaments 

Supplies - Etc. 

Catalog free on request 
The C. E. Ward Co. 
New London, Ohio 


Ss HENRY? KEG Ke 


'SIMIGD- GLisSS 


e STUDIO: cere i 
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POSTPONED CONVENTION 


The fifty-ninth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of North Carolina, 
which was announced to meet in St. Andrew's 
Church and Lenoir Rhyne College, Hickory, 
N. C., August 29-31, was postponed on account 
of the infantile paralysis epidemic, and will be 
held Saturday, October 21, at St. James Church, 
Concord, S. W. Hahn, D.D., pastor. 

Mrs. E. R. Lineberger, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


The thirtieth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Georgia- 
Alabama Synod will be held in Holy Trinity 
Church, Springfield, Ga., the Rev. Thomas H. 
Weeks pastor, October 25- 27, beginning at 8.00 
o'clock, Wednesday evening, October 25, with 
the Holy Communion Service. 

Mrs. R. F. Shelby, Jr., Sec. 


The twenty-fifth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Indiana 
Synod will meet October 19 and 20 at St. Paul’s 
Church, SES Ind., A. H. Keck, D.D., pas- 
tor. Mrs. O. A. Sardeson will be the principal 
speaker. Mrs. Virgil L. Yohe, Sec. 


The twenty-sixth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Midwest 
Synod will be held October 25 and 26 at Zion 
Church, Hanover, Kan., the Rev. C. Golden- 
stein pastor. Mrs. Louis Busboom, Sec. 


The fifth annual convention of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the East Pennsylvania 
Conference of the Central Pennsylvania Synod 
will be held Thursday, October 26, in St. John’s 
Church, corner of Orange and Arch Sts., Lan- 
caster, Pa., Dr. J. H. 5 ees pastor. Ses- 
sions at 10 A. M. and 2 M. 

Mus. M. B. Krum, Sec. 


The fifth annual convention of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the West Pennsylvania 
Conference of the Central Pennsylvania Synod 
will be held at Trinity Church, Chambersburg, 
Pa., the Rev. Clarence A. Neal pastor, October 
24 and 25, beginning at 11.00 A. M., Tuesday. 

Mrs. H. B. Burkholder, Sec. 


The fifty-ninth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Allentown 
Conference will be held in Holy Trinity Church, 
Third Ave., Bethlehem, Pa., the Rev. Benjamin 
Lotz pastor, Thursday, October 19. 

The meeting will begin at 2.30 P. M. with a 
supper session at 6.00 P. M. and an evening 
session at 7.30 P. M. Mrs. Ernest Haller, Sec. 


The forty-ninth annual convention of the 
Women’s issionary Society of the Lancaster 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States will be held November 2 
in Christ Church, Lancaster, Pa., the Rev. G. 
Martin Ruoss pastor. 

Sessions at 9.45 A. M. and 145 P. M. An 
executive meeting at 9.15 A. M. will precede the 
convention sessions. Speakers—Mrs. Virgil’ B. 
Sease, the Rev. H. H. Sipes, Ph.D., and Chap- 
lain A. H. Abplanalp. Mrs. Elmer Curry, Sec. 


The Women’s Missionary Society of the New 
Jersey Conference of the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania and Adjacent States will hold its fall 
convention Wednesday, October 25, at 10.00 
A. M., at Epiphany Church, Camden, N. J., the 
Rev. Paul . Weber pastor. 

Helen M. Gerhard, Sec. 


(Continued on page 46) 
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Religious Liberty 
in Latin America? 


By GEORGE P. HOWARD. What our 
Good Neighbors really think about 
Protestant missions. A revealing, timely 
book, based on first-hand information 
gathered by the author in South Amer- 
ica. $2.00 


The School 
of Prayer 


By OLIVE WYON. A practical, inspira- 
tional book on the meaning, purpose 
and practice of prayer. A direct and 
simple guide for all who need and wel- 
come help in their daily living. $1.50 


What a Man 
Can Believe 


By JAMES D. SMART. A clear and com- 
prehensive exposition of Christian doc- 
trine for the layman, answering many 
puzzling questions of belief and leading 
to a better and truer understanding 
of the Scriptures. $2.00 


SIGNIFICANT 


eae 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS 


The Christian 
Sacraments 


By HUGH THOMSON KERR. Another 
Westminster Source Book for Ministers. 
Shows how each of the two Christian 
sacraments fits into the broad scope of 
the Gospel and how they ought to be 
observed in the life and worship of the 
Church. $2.00 


A Compend of 
Luther's Theology 


Edited by HUGH THOMSON KERR, Jr. 
A one-volume manual of Luther’s most 
important writings, long requested by 
pastors and students alike. Selections 
arranged under subject headings for 
ready reference. $2.00 


The Memorial 
Service 


By ANDREW BLACKWOOD. A Source 
Book for Ministers, supplementing the 
author’s famous book, THE FUNERAL. 
Designed to help the pastor prepare 
and conduct services of tribute to our 
fallen war heroes. 25 


At all bookstores, or THE WESTMINSTER PRESS, Phila. 7, Penna. 
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Sincerity is the keynote of a greet- 
ing,'and its rich feeling is enhanced 
by the quiet, dignified manner of 
expression conyeyed by a lovely, col- 
orful BOOKMARK GREETING— 
actually woyen with fine quality 
rayon, giving the beauty and color 
characteristic of fine embroidery. 114 
x 6 inches, each BOOKMARK 
GREETING is carried by an aristo- 
cratic folder with enyelope—ample 
space for written greeting or mes- 
sage. Subjects are: 


The Lord's Prayer I am the Resur- 


The 23rd Psalm rection 
The Beatitudes (John 11:25) 
Pledge to Pledge to 
U. S. Flag Christian Flag 
The Ten Lincoln— 
Commandments Gettysburg 


On sale at religious book stores, 
department stores and other shops 
where greeting cards are sold. Price 
15 cents each. 


QUALITY 
WEAVING 
COMPANY 


5513 Devon St, Philadelphia 38, Pa. 


THE REV RYLE 
CHURCH BULLETIN 
‘oe CS 


Int LAs wove 
WTERCHAGLE ARE 
STEEL BULLE eee 
WILL LAST A 
LIFE Time 


Only $25 to $35 


Secures This Electric Bulletin 


Build your own cabinet from our 
blue prints, and we supply steel 
sign panel and letter equipment. 
Hundreds of churchesare thus se- 
curing an electric bulletin at great 
savings. Send for information. 


H. E. WINTERS SPECIALTY CO. 
308'/. E. 4th St. Davenport, lowa 


The forty-ninth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Norristown 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States will be held Thursday, 
October 26, in St. Michael’s Church, Sellers- 
ville, Pa. Morning and afternoon sessions. 

Mrs. R. L. Winters, Sec. 


The fortieth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Pottsville 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States will be held October 26 
in St. Paul’s Church, Port Carbon, Pa., the Rev. 
A. E. Polerack pastor. 

Mrs. William R. Honsberger, Sec. 


The Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Wilkes-Barre Conference of the Ministeriwm of 
Pennsylvania and Adjacent States will hold its 
annual convention November 8 in Trinity 
Church, Palmerton, Pa., the Rev. Roland Bortz 
pastor. Sessions begin "at 10.30 A. M. An ex- 
ecutive meeting will precede the convention, 
beginning at 10.00 A. M. 

Special business to be transacted at this con- 
vention will be the adoption of a new con- 
stitution. Mrs. J. J. Neudoerffer, Chm., 

Constitution Committee. 


The sixteenth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the New York 
Conference of the United Synod of New York 
will be held on Friday, October 27, in Trinity 
Church, Stapleton, Staten Island, N. Y., the 
Rev. Frederic Sutter, D.D., pastor. Sessions 
will begin at 10.15 A. M. and 1.45 P. M. 

Mrs. Roland Morrell, Sec. 


The twenty-fourth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Central 
Conference of the Synod of Ohio will be held 
October 26 and 27 in Trinity Church, Ashland, 
Ohio, H. H. Lentz, Ph.D., pastor. 

Mrs. R. H. Miller, Sec. 


OBITUARY 
Paul Henry Krusa 


of Independence, Kansas, son of the Rev. and 
Mrs. H. P. Krusa of St. Paul’s Church, Liberty, 
N. Y., was killed in an airplane accident near 
Hays, Kansas, September 22. He was flying in 
the line of duty as a trusted employee, civil 
engineer on the staff of a steel plant. He is 
survived by his wife and two young sons; his 
parents; a brother and two sisters. Funeral in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and burial in Lutheran Ceme- 
tery, Long Island. W. G. B. 


RESOLUTIONS 
Mr. Lloyd Lukens 


Whereas, our brother and church member, 
Pe Lloyd Lukens, has passed into eternal life, 


an j 

Whereas, Mr. Lukens was a faithful worker 
in Augsburg Lutheran Church, being a mem- 
ber of the church council and church treas- 
urer, and 

Whereas, Mr. Lukens was well liked by all 
who knew him and was a wise counselor as 
well as a capable official, 

Be it therefore resolved: 

That we, in gratitude for his services to the 
Church will remember him for his many kind- 
nesses and his efforts in furthering God’s Word; 
4 ae we offer our sympathy to his wife and 

ami 

That a copy of these resolutions be sent the 
family; 

That they be placed in the minutes of the 
church council and 

That a copy be sent to THe LUTHERAN. 

William S. Avery, Pastor. 
Augsburg Lutheran Church, 
Detroit, Mich. 
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Ip yy oOUvevalteady 
given STRENGTH for 
SERVICE, 


this is the 
Book to send: 


ABUNDANT LIVING 
by E. Stanley Jones 


A page-a-day devotional classic, 
it ministers to total health of 
body, mind and spirit through 
progressive readings. May be be- 
gun at any day of the year. Also 
pocket size $1 


At Your Bookstore 
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A Boy... 
a Battle... 
and a Book 


N some far front today an Amer- 

ican boy is battling—his mind 
far from books. But it is never far 
from home—and God—though he walk 
through the valley of the shadow. 


And he is everlastingly grateful for 
things which can bring him nearer to 
the presence of God—a task which 
STRENGTH FOR SERVICE TO GOD AND 
COUNTRY is designed to do. It is one 
book that does this, for nearly a mil- 
lion service men and women. 


For this our American boy—if he is 
one of those millions—has shown his 
gratitude. But there are almost 12 
million men and women now in our 
armed services—nearly 11 million with- 
out the daily messages of courage and 
comfort which STRENGTH FOR 
SERVICE provides. Your church is 
neglecting an opportunity if it has 
not supplied each member in service 
with a copy. Send one today. There is 
no more appropriate gift. 


Two Bindings: POCKET SIZE 


BLUE for Navy 


F 75c¢ 
and fleet services EACH 
KHAKI for Army 

. $7.50 
and marines A DOZEN 


ABINGDON 
COKESBURY 


Nashville 2, Tenn. 
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eo 
| Reading for the season 
| of the REFORMATION 


: LUTHER’S LIFE 


Ingeborg Stolee 


te A new biography of Martin Luther, written espe- 
cially for young people. Helps understand the back- 
ground of the Reformation, and shows how pure doc- 
trine was restored to the Church through Luther’s 
work. Attractively printed and illustrated. 


Size, 84% x 1l in. Paper, $1.50: 
MARTIN OF MANSFELD MARTIN LUTHER 


4 Margaret R. Seebach The Story of His Life 
‘ A narrative biography of Luther which Elsie Singmaster 
{ will appeal to youthful readers. One of An ideal character portrait of Martin 
i the best juvenile books on Luther. pe A readable biography for young 
By and old. : 

Cloth. $1.25. Cloth. $1.00. 


KATHERINE LUTHER of 
the Wittenberg Parsonage 


Clara Louise Dentler 


An unusual portraiture of the wife of 
Luther and a charming account of his 
home life. 

Cloth. 75 cents. 


Works of Martin Luther 


Six Volumes 


Church History 


A LUTHERAN HANDBOOK 
Amos John Traver 


In a concise form this book gives you 
information about the Lutheran Church 
which could otherwise be gleaned only 
by going through scores of books. 


Boards. 50 cents. 


: Translated with introductions and ; BA o 
| aotae: The United Lutheran Publication House 
: Pete enim itvolumes.cac 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


x Catalog No. 74. Chicago II Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 
Price, $3.00 a vol., $18.00 the set. 


